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1 Tust t v. 1% % 
We beſeech you, brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and ad- | 
moniſh you; and to eſteem them 
yery highly in love, for their works 
ſake: and be at peace among your 


ſelves. 
P ca®, ſome Jews, and many Greeks be- 
| lieved, and a chriſtian ſociety was 
formed there; which the apoſtle Þ tiles © a : 
church in God the Father, and in the Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt :* Which is, by faith and love, 4 
and goſpel fellowſhip; and to be thus a church 
in Gad is a great dignity, to which nothing 
= can be equal, as one has noted on the place. 
Ihn the verſe preceding my text, the a 
ſtle exhorts the Chriſtians at Theſſalonica to 
comfort and edify one another, it being the 
duty of every member of the body, to pro- 


A UL preaching Chriſt at Theſſaloni- 


'J A xvii. 4. » 1 Theſl i. 1. | 
1 > Mitra 74 ci x & iro vb u ii Org ir, Chryſ. in loc. 
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mote the good of the whole. But whatever 
excellencies and uſefulneſs there are in the 
perſons and ſociety of private Chriſtians, 
yer ſtill they have need of public officers, 
to preſide over them, to teach, and to ad- 
mon iſn them. When Chriſt aſcended * he 
gave ſome paſtors and teachers, for the per- 
fecting of the faints, and for the edifying of 
the-body of Chriſt. 
. And as the ſaints need the labours of their 
14 mitaſtters, ſo the beſt of them need to be put 
| in mind of their duty towards their miniſters: 
both theſe are contain'd in my text, and ſhall 
| be the ſubject of my diſcourſe upon it. I 
ii | ſhall therefore, firſt, conſider the character 
= and duty of miniſters; they are over the 
1 people in the Lord, they labour among 
oo them, and they adenonith them: And 
next the dury of the people towards their 
MH miniſters, and one another: which is to know 
: their miniſters, and to eſteem them very high- 
ly in love, with the motive thereto, * for 
their works ſake; and to be at peace among 
themſelves, with their miniſters, and with 
each other. e 


* . * 
* -— by - * 
8 4428 


I. The firſt 8 . is to * the 
character of miniſters; They are over the peo- 
ple in the Lord, as their preſidents and lead- 
ers, to guide chem in the name and authori- 


5 Ephet, iv. 11 


— 45H 
Fed \ 
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it is to labour among them, and to admoniſh 


them. | 


A late writer ® has told us, that the g- 
5dpevu & xveip Which we tranſlate © choſe 


that are over you in the Lord,” do not fig- 


nify any fix d miniſters, rectors, or biſhops ; 
ſince we find no trace of any in that church, 
either in the addreſs b of the epiſtle, as there is 
in that to the © Philippians, or in the & ſaluta- 


tion: and ſince we find the brethren are 


charged to do thoſe things, which muſt have 
been ſuppoſed to have been the office of the 
biſhop, rector, or presbyter, if there had been 
any ſuch, viz. to warn the unruly, comfort 


the feeble-· minded, ſupport the weak e. In 


anſwer to which let the following things be 


obſerved. e 
I.) We find the perſons ſaid to be over 


them in the Lord, evidently diſtinguiſhed 


from the body of the community, mention- 


ed in the verſe preceding my text. And a 


peculiar work as well as reſpect is allotted to 
them; which ſhews them to be a diſtinct order 
of men; and one wou'd think, common ſenſe 
ſhou'd teach us all, that they who are over 
others, cannot be thoſe others over whom 
they are, for then being over others would 


only ſignify their being over themſelves; and 


® The Lord Barrington in his Miſcellanea Sacra. Vol. L 
Eſſay 1. P. 67. i Theſl. 1 11 
& Thel. v. 26 "Ve. 16 8 
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ty, and by the laws of Chriſt: and their duty 
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their eſteeming them muſt be the eſteeming 
themſelves, for their own works ſake; for the 
exhortation is evidently directed to the bre- 
thren in common, to tell them how they 
ſhou'd carry it cowards thoſe that were over 
them, labout'd among them, and admoniſh- 
ed them. 

2.) That they are not mentioned in tue 
addreſs of the epiſtle, nor in the ſalutation, 
as biſhops elſewhere are, is no argument that 
miniſters, in diſtinction from the people, are 
not meant by thoſe that were over them in 


as had the rule over chem f. Neither in the 
beginning, or cloſc of the epiſtle to the Ephe- 
ſians, is there any mention made of their 

and yet we know that that church 
had elders, and overſeers or biſhops, ſer over 
it, by the holy Ghoſts. So that there is no 
weight in the reaſon affign'd why diſtinct 
officers are not intended by thoſe, who are 
ſaid to be over them in the Lord. 

3.) As weak and fallacious is the next rea- 
FR, mentioned by our author: that the bre- 
thren are exhorted to do thoſe things, which 
would have belong'd to the fix d biſhops, if 
there had been any ſuch in that church. Here 


8 ad begs the 1 and ſuppoſes what he 


b x Ade 28: 


1 0 


r Heb. Fill, 7. 17. 


the Lord. In the epiſtle to the Hebrews, no 
expreſs mention is made of their church offi- 3 
cers, in the beginning, yer there were ſuen 
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Nis TER AND PEOPLE, F 
ſhow have proved, that the verſe follow- 


ing my text refers to the community: 


whereas it is generally thought by interpre- 
ters h, that they are the miniſters, thoſe over 
them i, and who admoniſhed them, whom 
the apoſtle exhorts, in the fourteenth verſe, to 


and ſupport the weak. And this is the 
more probable; ſeeing if ir was to the bre- 
thren of the church in common, that rhe 
apoſtle ſpeaks, in this verſe, there wou'd be 
but a repetition of what he had ſaid to them, 
but a few ſentences before, in the eleventh 
ns; without any new. occaſion or reaſon 
for it. 

4.) It has been the general ſentiment of 
interpreters, ancient and modern, that fix d 
miniſters are intended, in my text, by thoſe 
faid to be over the people in the Lord. It 
muſt be, that he who rules, ſhould have many 
occaſions of ſinking and dejection of mind: 
in the miniſtry there is great difficulty.” Paul 
writing to Timothy faid, © let thoſe elders 
thar rule well be counted worthy of double 
honour ;” and alſo writing to the Hebrews, 
he (aid, < obey them who have the rule over 


we pray you brethren to know them that 
abour among you, and are over you in the 


d Vide Eſtium, & Zanch. 


1 Erraola Tpos 786 &pxoviees Set. He here peaks to 
them that were over them, lays Chryſoſtome ea the place. 


Lord.“ 


warn the unruly, comfort the feeble· minded, 


you, and ſubmit yourſelves.” And here again, 
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Lerd.” Thus k Chryſoſtome has explain d it; and 


to the ſame ſenſe ſpeak Theophylact and Oe- 


cumenius among the Greek expoſitors; and 
among later writers, Grotius, Vorſtius, Eſtius, 
Zanchy, Beza, Calvin and many others. The 
laſt l mentioned expoſitor upon thoſe words, 


* who are over you in the Lord,” thus ex- 


preſſes himſelf; © This ſeems to be added, 


to note a ſpiritual government; for tho kings 


and magiſtrates arc over us by God's appoint- 
ment, yet becauſe the Lord would have the 
. of the church to be acknow- 
ledged to be peculiarly his, therefore they 
are expreſſly ſaid to be over them in the 


Lord, who in the name, and by the com- 


mand of Chriſt govern the church.” And 
tho' I am far from calling any man maſter 
on earth, yet I think it much better to go 


forth by the footſteps of the flock, and pay 


a regard to the ſentiments of ſo many judi- 
cious writers, than to follow the groundleßꝭ. 
conceits and capricious fancies of any pri- 
yate perſon. 


- k NO'AAAE dyayzy F LN phinpeQvxiam a Popes Lois 
ii Os T& bels FOAAN 1 OUT KONG ama ST © Os g ih per 
ZALYs* Os u FLOt5WTEs c 1p dme Ting & Rννοννν vu 
Tpoc Ebb 9s ed O, L e. Heib sd: reg eie, owe, u 
Lexi] : x Ala N Thy, d pelo py d vans, dd kat 
Tous cm] Cv bo, x xpei g H, en ug. Chryſoſt. 
in loc. | N 
1 Hoc additum videtur, ad natandum ſpirituale regimen. 


177299 
140 


Tametſi enim reges quoque & magiſtratus Dei ordinatione 


præſunt, quia tamen eccleſia gubernationem Dominus pe- 
culiariter vult ſuam agnoſci, idee nominatim præeſſe in Do- 


mino dicuntur, qui, Chriſti nomine & mandato, eccleſiam 


gubernant. Calv. in loc. 
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MinisTERS AND PROPLE. 9 
Having clear'd my text from this cloud 
eaſt upon it, I ſhall now proceed. Fn 
1. I ſhall enquire more particularly into 
the character of miniſters, as being over the 
people, in the Lord. In the general wejmay 
obſerve, a that it is not expreſs d abſolutely, or 
univerſally, as if their power was arbitrary or 
unlimited. A biſhop muſt not be ſelfwilled 2, 
impoſing his own will upon the people, for 
ſuch an one is, not a ſpiritual ruler, but a 
tyrant, as one has obſerved d upon the place. 
Thoſe words, © In the Lord” are therefore 
added to thoſe of being over the people, by 
way of explication and limitation, and may 
help to regulate our conceptions concerning 
this pre-eminence, or preſidency, if we at- 
tend co the following things, which may be 
included in them. 
(1.) Being over the people in the Lord 
way ſignify, that the power of miniſters is 
from the Lord, both as to their qualifica- 
tions for, and introduction into their office. 
Men muſt not make themſelves miniſters, nor 
can one man make another an overſeer of the 
church; this is the work of the holy Ghoſt. 
Paul gives à thanks to Jeſus Chriſt, for ena- 
bling him for, and putting him into the 
miniſtry: chis was done with reſpect to him, 
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10 Or THE Dur iEs of 
in an extraordinary way, as he was an ex- 


traordinary officer in the church of Chriſt: 


but all ordinary miniſters therein, receive 


their qualifications for their work from Chriſt, 
by his Spirit. It is the Lord who. fanQti- 
fies their hearts and lives, endows them with 
gifts for the miniſtry, makes them apt to 
teach, and inſpires them with a love to the 
glory of God and the ſalvation of loft ſinners: 
it is he who fits them to divide the word a- 


right, in flames them with zeal againſt error 


and wickedneſs, and, in a word, gives men a- 
bility for all the parts of the miniſterial work: 
and it is the Lord who inclines the hearts of 
ſuch as he has fitted for the work, to under- 
take it, not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind. To diſtinguiſh that inclination to the 
miniſtry which is from God, from that which 
is not from him, we may obſerve, that when 
the inclination is from God it is attended 


with ſuitable gifts and qualifications for the 


work, and a regular call and entrance into 
it; if theſe are wanting, we may conclude, 
the inclination is not from God, how ftrong 
ſoever it may be. As to the outward call, ir 
is the Lord who inclines the hearts of his 


people, who ſeek his direction, to chooſe and 


call fit perſons, to be over them in the 
Lord: and ſuch call being duly given and 


accepted, and the perſon called being * 


ed to the work, according to the order of 


the goſpel, he becomes veſted in all the mi- 


niſterial 


44 ea 


ſhew an uninterrupted 
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niſterial power, which Chriſt has given to 
the paſtors of his churches. . 

It it be (aid, how can the people give that 
power which they have not in themlelyes ? 
I anſwer, That in the call before mentioned, 
the people are mediums of conveying the 
commiſſion and power of Chriſt; it is not 
from the people, but from Chriſt, by the 
people, that the perſon called receives his 
miniſterial office and authority. A commu- 
nity may chooſe a magiſtrate, to execute an 
office eſtabliſh'd by law, who yet have no 


in its full extent. 
We are not to expect an immediate call 
from heaven, nor is it poſſible, I believe, to 
Fins of ſucceſſion, or 
flux of miniſterial power, deſcending from the 
apoſtles, ro the preſent time. And if this 
fails, what other way, bur that before men- 
tioned, remains, for the putting of Chriſt's 
commiſſion into the hands of proper perſons ? 
At the time of the reformation this was 
exemplified, and at all times when the civil 
magiſtrate and the eccleſiaſtical powers arc 
enemies to the chriſtian church, there can be 
no other way of gathering the people toge- 
B 2 ther, 
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but that inſiſted on. This may be illuſtrated 


12 Or THE Dur IESs or 
ther, under goſpel officers and ordinances, 


and confirmed by ſome obſervations of a 
learned * man, who wrote in defence of the 
T7. 5 reformation. 


* Monfieur Claude, miniſter of the reformed church at 
Charenton, in his defence of the reformation part IV. p. 53. 
&c. thus writes. It is not the church that depends on the 
miniſtry, but the miniſtry depends on the church, for the 
ordinary paſtors were not eſtabliſhed, but when the church 
was firſt form'd, and when care was taken for its preſervation 


and propagation ; ſo that naturally it preceded its paſtors. 


The church was produced at firſt by the extraordinary miniſtry 
of the Apoſtles, the firſt thing which they propounded was, 
not to make ordinary paſtors, but true believers, they called 
men to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, they aſſembled them 
together, they united them in a ſociety, before they provid- 
ed for the upholding of that ſociety, by ſetting up an ordi- 
nary miniſtry in the midſt of it. They firſt took care for the 
birth of the new creature, and after they procured it breaſts 
to nouriſh it. p. 54. It is the faith that makes and always 
will make the church, and it is the miniſtry of the apoſtles 
that makes and always will make the faith. It is certain that 


the miniſtry of the apoſtles was ſingular, that is to ſay, only 


ty'd to their perſons, without ſucceſſion, without communi- 
cation, Without propagation, and it ought not therefore to 
be thought as tranſitory a miniſtry, as that of other men, p. 


55. There is therefore a great deal of difference between theſe 


two ſorts of miniſters, (viz. the apoſtles and ordinary miniſters) 
the one preceded the church, the other follows it; the one is 
immediately communicated by God, the other is communi- 
cated by means of men; the one has an independent and ſo- 
vereign authority, and infallibility on its ſide, and the other 
is expoſed to vices, diſorders, errors and human weakneſſes, 
inferior, depending on the church, p. 59. A call is but a 
relation that reſults from the agreement of three wills, viz. 


That of God, that of the church, and that of the perſon 
called, for the conſent of theſe three makes all the eſſence of 
that call, p. 60. God has put his will as a truſt into mens 
hands, and that very thing that he has inſtituted, the ordi- 

n 


miniſtry in the church, contains a promiſe to mor 
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reformation. In the choice of an f apoſtle, 


Z the people had the liberty of chuſing two, 


one of whom the divine lot ſingled out, for 
that office; whereupon, by the common ſuf- 
frage, he was number'd with the eleven. 
The people choſe 8 the ſeven deacons, and 
they who had a liberty and right to chooſe 
thoſe that were to ſerve tables, muſt much 
rather have a liberty and right to chuſe ſuch 
as ſhou'd ſerve their ſouls in things of the 
greateſt importance. Cyprian has declared *, 
that the people have a right to chooſe their 
miniſters, and that to them it chiefly belongs 
to chooſe the good and refuſe the unworthy, 
which deſcends, to them from divine authori- 
ty: and, as he ſays, was practiſed by themſelves, 


thoſe lawful calls, that they ſhall give to perſons for that 
office. p. 61. We cannot rationally own any other to be 
left in truſt with the will of God, in that reſpect, than the 
body, to which he himſelf has naturally given the right of 
the miniſtry, for whoſe ſake he has inſtituted the miniſtry, 
and which he has bound by an indiſpenſible duty to have 
miniſters: but that is the body of the whole church, and not 
of the paſtors only : It is that (the body of the church) there- 
fore, that God has left his will in truſt with, as to thoſe calls, 
and by conſequence it is from that (or them) that thoſe calls 


ought to proceed, and it wou'd be abſurd, to make them 


flow from any thing elſe. 

Acts i 26, 5 Acts vi. Y 

» Quando ipſa (plebs) maxime habeat poteſtatem, vel eli- 
gendi dignos ſacerdotes, vel indignos recuſandi. Quod & ip- 
ſum videmus de divina auctoritate deſcendere, ut ſacerdos, 
plebe præſente, ſub omnium oculis deligatur, & dignus atque 
idoneus publico judicio & teſtimonio comprobetur. Quod 
apud nos quoque; & fere per provincias univerſas tene- 
tur, Cyprian Epiſt. 68. Edit. Paris 1666. | 
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and by almoſt all the provinces. In this epiſtle 
we have the judgment, not only of Cyprian, 
but of a whole council of African biſhops, both 
for the power and manner of the peoples 
chooſing, the divine authority for it, and the 


univerſality of the practice, and alſo for 


their power of deſerting thoſe biſhops, which 
deſerved it, The names of above thirty of 
thoſe biſhops are prefix d to this epiſtle, as i 
one has obſerved, which makes the teſtimony * 
the more conſiderable. Clement of Rome k, 
in his firſt epiſtle, has ſpoke of biſhops con- 
ſticuted, with the approbation and conſent 
of the whole church. It is! confeſſed, that 
popular elections were in uſe in the carlieſt 
ages of the church, and that tho the presby- 
ters had more skill to judge, yet the people 
had as much right to chooſe their paſtor, 
And why ſhould it be thought unreaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that ſuch as have ability to know 
and chooſe their chief ſhepherd, ſhould be 
unable to chooſe an under ſhepherd? Chriſt's 
cople-are commanded to try the ſpirits, and 
hriſt has aſſured us that his ſheep will not 
follow ſtrangers. To deny Chriſt's people a 
liberty and a right to judge for themſelves, 


Fl 


is to diveſt chem of their reaſon, or at leaſt 


i Clarkſon's no evidence for dioceſan Churches, p. 52. 

* Tedg ed xarTa&realiyru; bn in N wrote, of? tr ig KXNGY Ibn 

&19>@v, ob the txxtaria;- Gn. Clem. Rom. Ep. 
1. C. 44. Apud Coteler. Pat. Apoſt. V. I. 

Biſhop Bilſon perpet. Government of the Church. p. 359» 
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of the uſe of it, and to rank them with brutes, 
as if they were made only to be taken and 
deſtroy d. But, to finiſh this firſt thing, mi- 
niſters may be ſaid to be over the people in 
the Lord, as it is from him that his people 
receive their power and direction, to chooſe 
ſuch as he has fitted for the miniſterial work, 
and does incline to undertake ir. 
Z (2.) Miniſters are over the people in the 
Lord, as it is only in the things of the Lord, 
or ſpiritual things, that they are over them. 
as Chriſt's kingdom is not of this world, fo 
it is not a ſecular power, which he has put 
into the hands of his miniſters, the wea 
of their warfare are not carnal, not civil co- 
ercions, mulcts, fines, and impriſonments, by 
virtue of human laws; but their power is 
ſpiritual, and their weapons are mighty thro 
God in matters of faith, worſhip, and chri- 
ſtian obedience. The kingdom of God con- 
liſts in rightouſneſs, peace and joy in the 
„„ 1 
(3.) The authority of miniſters is regulat- 
ed and limited by the mind and will of 
Chriſt, and fo they are over the people in 
the Lord. They have no power to make eecle- 
ak ſiaſtical laws and canons, and impoſe them 
upon the people; but they are to teach them 
co do and obſerve what Chriſt hath come» 
manded them. They m are requir'd not to 


2 Pet, v. 3. 1 Cor. vi. 23. 
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lord it over God's heritage; and the Lord's 
people are not to be the ſervants of men, 
in matters of faith and worſhip. _ 

Some indeed have ſuppoſed, that church 
governors have no authority, if they may not 


make laws for the church and enjoin things 
indifferent. But where ſhall we find their 


commiſſion from Chriſt, to make thoſe things 


neceſſary, which he has left indifferent? 
and for them to aſſume ſuch a power to them- 


ſelves, is for the ſervant to ſet up himſelf a- 


boye his Lord, and for fallible men, infinite- 


ly inferior to Chriſt, and vaſtly below his 


apoſtles, to exerciſe a greater power in the 


church, than they ever did. 


The power which Chriſt has given his 
miniſters is not magiſterial, but miniſterial; 


they n are but ſtewards of the myſteries of 


God: their buſineſs is not to ſet up their ; 


own authority, but Chriſt's, o to preach not 
themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. It 


would be a reflection upon Chriſt, as if he 


had been deficient, either in wiſdom or care, 
if his miniſters muſt add their own laws to 
his, for the better ordering and government 
of the church. To prevent any ſuſpicion 
of ſuch a neceſſity, we are told, ? that the 
ſcriprures are able to render the man of God 
perfect, throughly furniſhed to all good works. 
Such a legiſlative power in miniſters wou d 


21. ir. 22 Cor. ir. . e Tim. il. 7 
| alſo 
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0 


alſo bring in a diſregard to the authority 
and laws of Chriſt, as has been always the 
caſe, when human inventions are plac'd upon 
a level with Chriſt's inſtitutions. Chriſt him- 
ſelf ſeyerely reproved the Phariſees for 4 lay- 
ing aſide the commandment of God, and 


= holding the traditions of men, and for making 
the word of God of none effect thro their 
traditions. When men impoſe their own inven- 


tions in the worſhip of God, and enjoin ſuch 


& 1 things as Chriſt never commanded, © In vain 
do they worſhip him, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men,“ as Chriſt c ſpoke 


concerning the laws and canons of the eccle- 


== ſaſtical governors of the Jewiſh church. For 

* a miniſter to ſet up himſelf above Chriſt his 
Lord, can be no ſmall evil, if biſhop ſ Taylors 

XX aſſertion is true, viz. © He that makes an ar- 


ticle of faith, or term of church communion, 


without divine authority, chalks out a new 


way to the devil.” The revealed will of 


Chriſt is the rule and boundary of all church 
authority and power. The apoſtle Paul him- 
{clf, when he would rectify ſome diſorders, 


crept into the church at Corinth, ſaid, t“ 1 


have received of the Lord that which I alto 
delivered unto you.” The ſcriptures are ſuf- 
ficient to teach miniſters how to behave them- 
{clyes in the houſe of God; and whilſt we 


2 Mark vii. 8. 13. 
*y of propheſying. 
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Tr cloſe to them, rhe miniſter's. power, = 
t 


he peoples ſubmiſſion, will be preſery- 
55 from tyranny and impoſition on his part, 
and from ſlavery or contempt on theirs. 
« Theſe things (the commands of Chriſt) 
ſpeak, and rebuke with all authority, v let no 
man deſpiſe thee, ſaid Paul to Titus. But 


ven miniſters (or others) impoſe their own 


dictates in the worſhip of God, there is no re- 
gard due to them. Hence Paul blamed the 
Coloſſians for being ſubject to ordinances w, 
ſuch as © touch not, taſte not, handle not, 
which are all to periſh with the uſing, after 
the commandments and doctrine of men. 
Upon the whole then, we lee, that the 
miniſter is over the church, in the Lord, but 
not as a Lord, not as having power to make 


laws for the church, but only as having | power 


to execute the laws of Chriſt in his church. 
And why ſhould any men aſpire to an higher 
authority in the church than Moſes had? who 
order d x all things according to the pattern 


given him in the mount, and was contented 


with being a faithful ſervant y, giving place 
always to Chriſt, as a Son, over his own 
houſe. Our riſen Redeemer has promiſed 
z his gracious preſence with his mini- 


ſters, to the end of the world, in teaching 
the people to do and obſerve er he 


8 , rn 
Nie . 7 Heb. iii. 5, 6. Matth. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 


— has 
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has commanded them, but not in teaching 
them to do and obſerve their own or other 
mens commandments. / 5 
(4.) The glory of the Lord is the end o 

their authority and power, and with reſpect 
to that they may be faid to be over the 
people in the Lord. The deſign of the of- 

ice is not to ſet up men, but to exalt Chriſt, 

= to diſplay his glory, and bring others to do 
it. If any man miniſter, let him do ir 
s of the ability which God giverh, that God 
in all things may be glorified thro' Jeſus 
= Chriſt, to whom be praiſe and dominion, for 
ic ver and ever. Amen 
ut And thus we ſee how thoſe that labour d 
e © among Chriſtians were over them in the 


3 Lord. > e 
h. Some indeed have fancied different orders 
er of men to be meant in my text; by thoſe 
no = who labour'd among them, they would have 


As underſtand ſuch as preach'd, but did nor go- 
. vern the flock; and by thoſe who were over 
; them in the Lord, ſuch as only govern, but 
deo not labour among the people. But this 
4 interpretation better agrees with ſorne mens 
7 practice, than it does with other ſcriptures or 
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li- . o 
3 my text. The apoſtle Paul has given this 
18 command, b Let the elders that rule well, 
be counted worthy of double honour, eſpe- 
a cially they that labour in word and doctrine.” 
20. 
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But he, I ſu pole, here makes a diſtinction 
between — perſons of the ſame order, 
even ſpiritual rulers; ſome who did both 


teach and rule, excell'd in ling, bur not in 


teaching; others ruled well, and alſo excell'd 
in teaching, and to theſe latter he aſſign d 
the double honour, in an eſpecial manner. 
If this interpretation of the text is not clear 
to ſome, yet, I think, this muſt be plain and 
obvious to all, that the double honour belongs 
chiefly to thoſe who labour in word and 
doctrine, and therefore very ill agrees with 
their practice who take all the honour and 
rule to themſelves, but do not labour in word 
and doctrine, and deny the double honour 
to ſuch who do, and therefore ſhould not be 
inferior but ſuperior to the others. Such 
ſuperiority and inferiority among Chriſt's mi- 
niſters as ſome plead for, and would build 
upon my text, I apprehend is abſolutely for- 


bid by Chriſt in theſe words: © © Jelus | ' 


called his diſciples unto him, and ſaid, you 
know, that the princes of the Gentiles exer- 
ciſe dominion over them, and they that are 
great exerciſe authority upon them, but it ſhall 
not be ſo among you, but wholoever will be 
great among you, let him be your winiſter, 
and whoſoever will be chief among you, let 


him be your ſervant, cven as the Sen of man 


Matth. xx. 26, 27, 28 
Calne 
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came not to be miniſtred unto, but to mini- 
ſter.“ 5 13 Far Ls 
If we carefully inſpe& my text, it will ap- 
pear, that not two different orders, but one 
and the ſame order of miniſters is meant by 
'd thoſe who labour, and by thoſe who are over 
r. the people in the Lord. 5 
ar If.] Becauſe there is no diſtinction as to 
nd the perſons labouring, and being over them, 
gs the words are, Know them that labour and 
ad are over you.“ The ſame perſons who labour 
gare ſaid to be over them; the word © and“ 
carries this ſenſe, or ſo connects the ſentences, 
das to ſhow this to be the meaning. Ir is not 
XZ ſaid, Know them who labour among you, 
and them who are over you, but © Know 
them that labour among you, and are over 
you.“ There is but one article to thoſe that 
ild labour, and thoſe that were over them, which 
—#ſhews the ſame perſons to be intended in both 
= ſentences. . 
Iz32.] There is no diſtinction of works, and 
therefore no diſtinction of perſons, by whom 
they were performed. If officers of ſuperior 
and inferior order had been intended, ſurely 
the diſtinct work, proper to each order, would 
27 have been mentioned, and not a common 
and indifferent alcription of work made to 
them all. Eſteem them for their works 
1 ſake, G To £pyov auTav, for the work, not 
works of them; for one work is common to 
them all, that is to be over them, to labour 
2 among 
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among them, and to admoniſh them. The 
argument is, I think, ſtrong and concluſive, 
that perſons of the fame office, order and 
degree are intended, becauſe the ſame Work 
belongs to them all. | = 
 [3.] There is no diſtin&ion of reſpe& to 
be paid them by the people. They are to 
know, and love, and eſteem them alike, and 
therefore they are perſons of the ſame order, 
and in the fame office. Had there been a 
difference in order, ſome of them ſuperior, * 
others inferior officers in the church, there 
would certainly have been a difference and 
diſtinction made in the honour and reſpect to 
be given them, according to their ſeveral ſta- 
tions; as God has ordered greater or leſs re- 
ſpect to be given to perſons, according tothe 
ſtations in which he places them, by render- 7? 
ing to all their dues, 4 honour to whom 
honour, ; = 
[4-] The text ſpeaks not of one, but ſe- 
veral who were over them. © Know them 
who are over you,” not him who is over you, 
as pointing out one ſingle perſon, placed over 
all the other miniſters of, or in the church. 
Theſe preſidents or rulers are all equal in go- 
vernment, ſo far as appears to us, but evident- 
ly more than one in number; bur ſurely there 
could be but one epiſcopal biſhop in one 
church at the fame time. Dr. Hammond to 


5 Rom. Kili. 7. 


avoid 


d over 
urch. 
n go- 
ident- 


5 avoid this difficulty, ſuppoſes that this church 
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of the Theſſalonians, and alſo that at Philippi, 
were metropolitan churches, having many 
(churches and biſhops under them: But ſuch 


"biſhops were not then in being, nor long after. 


owever in many churches, if not in all 


mentioned in the new teſtament, there were 


„ 
F 


for example, © in the church ar Jeruſalem; for 
t is aid, obey them that have the rule o- 
Fer you.” Some think that the apoſtles abode 
Pyr a conſiderable time in that church; now if 
hey acted as dioceſan biſhops, as ſome affirm, 
hen there were twelve biſhops in one church, 


ind not as it has been ſince, twelve hundred 
ghurches under one biſhop. Paul and Barnabas 


yrdain' d elders in every church, and Titus in e- 
fery city in Crete: was every one of theſe a me- 
"Htropolitan church, with many other churches 
inder it? if not, ſurely there could not be 
niniſters of ſuperior and inferior degrees, ſee- 
ing there is no mark of diſtinction among 


88 


hem. And ſince theſe elders, and thoſe over 
hem in the Lord, mentioned in my text, are 
poke of, not as one, but as many in one. 


place or church, upon the whole, we con- 
Elude, that thoſe ſpoke of in my text, were 
the ordinary paſtors of that particular church, 
4 v ho preſided over them, laboured among 


Fr 


* Heb. ziii. 17. 
them, 


24 Or THE DurT1es or 

them, and admoniſhed them in the diſcharge 
of their office. In thoſe times, it was common to 
have many miniſters in one church, not many 
churches under one miniſter, fet over them 
and inferior miniſters. The ſcriptures 'own 
none but Chriſt as chief ſhepherd. The un- 


der ſhepherds have a joint and equal power 

in their precedency over the people. And 
thus I have finiſhed what I ſhall offer con- 
ccrning the character of theſe church officers. 

2. The next thing is to conſider their 
work and duty, viz. to labour among the 
people, and admoniſh them. | 

(I.) Their work was to labour among the 
people. This ſhews who the perſons inten- 
ded are not, and who they are. They are 
not ſuch as ſeldom or never come among the 
people, or labour among them. Some are 
very forward to be ſer over them, but as 
backward to do the work incumbent upon 
them. Did they duly confider the labour 
belonging to the office, were the ſecular dig- 
nities and emoluments ſtrip'd off, and muſt i 
they give themſelves wholly to the word of 
God and prayer, and preach the word in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, 

exhort, wich all long- ſuffering and doctrine, 
and take heed to themſelves and all the flock, 
teaching every man, and warning every man, 
and travelling in birth till Chriſt is form'd in 
the people; was this, I ſay, the caſe, ſo far 
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would they be from preſſing into the office, 
that they would never be perſuaded to un- 
dertake it. But ſuch as only eat the fat and 
drink the ſweet, and cloath themſelves with 
the wool, but do not feed the flock, are none 
of the perſons intended in my text, to whom 
only that high eſteem is to be paid, for they 
are deſcribed as labouring among them. The 
prophet Jeremy f ſaith, © Wherefore came I 
out of the womb to ſee labour and ſorrow, 
that my days ſhould be conſumed with ſhame.” 
Chriſt has directed s us to pray to the Lord of 
the harveſt, to ſend (or thruſt forth) labour- 
ers into the harveſt. Chryſoſtom in his ex- 
cuſe to Baſil, for hiding himſelf when he was 
FEE apprehenſive, that they would have taken, 

and made him a biſhop, pleaded (according 
do biſhop h Burner'sAbſtra&) that to loſe the 
ſouls of the flock firſt, and then one's own 
TR foul thro' remiſſneſs, was no light matter; to 
have both the powers of darkneſs, and the 
WE works of the fleſh to fight againſt, required 
no ordinary meaſure both of ſtrength. and 
courage: Thar if St. Paul labour'd with much 
fear and trembling, how much greater ap- 
prehenſions ought other perſons to have of 
i ſuch a truſt> Perſons in this office ate ſtiled 
ſhepherds, ſtewards, watchmen, overlſeers, 
rulers, paſtors and teachers; all which im- 


* Fe a 
1 Jer. XX. 18. 1 Matth. ix. 38. k Biſhop Burnet's 
r. Koral care, p. 58, 59, 60, 61. 
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port much care and labour. There is in my 
text a ſtrict connection between being over 
the people, and labouring among them, and 
it doth notappear either from ſcripture or rea- 
ſon, that they have any juſt claim to preſide 


over the people, who do not labour among 
them. A biſhop (according to Auguſtine i) 


is a name of work, and not of honour : ler 


him then underſtand, that he is not a biſhop, 


who will only preſide over, but not profit 


the people. It is a dreadful charge of God 
K againſt the idle ſhepherds, © Woe to the 
ſhepherds of Iſrael, ſhould not the ſhepherds 
feed the flock > You eat the fat, and cloath 
yourſelves with the wool, you kill them that 
are fed, but you feed not the flock: the diſ- 


eaſed have you not ſtrengthened, neither have 


you healed that which was ſick, neither have 


you bound up that which was broke, nei- = 
ther have you brought again that which wasn 


driven away,, but with force and cruelty 


have you ruled.” O the dreadful curſe that 3H 
hangs over the heads of negligent paſtors! 


I have mentioned theſe things to ſhew the 
more clearly the labour incumbent on ſuch as 
are faithful. In che miniſtry rightly fulfilled, 


all things are full of labour. 


[I.] There is labour in word and doctrine. 
There is much labour required to find out the 


| Epiſcopatus nomen eſt operis non honoris — intelligat ſe 


non eſſe epiſcopum qui præeſſe dilexerit non prodeſſe. Aug. 


de civitat. Dei L 19. c. 19. k Ezek. xzxiv. 2, 3, 4. 
truth, 
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truth, and to adapt the delivery of it to the 


capacities and occaſions of the people. It 


will require much care and pains to expreſs 
things with that plainneſs, gravity and autho- 
rity which become the oracles of God. How 
much reading, meditation and prayer are re- 
quired in the due preparation of our ſermons? 
that we may not ſerve the Lord with the 
lame and the blind, or that which coſts us 
nothing. How many difficult texts are there 
to be opened, various doubts to be reſolved, 
and duties to be preſſed? What care is neceſ- 
fary to divide the word aright, and to 
give to every one his proper portion, that 
we may declare (as much as in us lies) the 
whole counſel of God, and be clear from the 


blood of all men? The Greek! word, in my 
text, which we render labour, ſignifies hard 


labour, labouring even to faintneſs and wea- 
rinels, We read of m one, who for the 
work of Chriſt was ſick nigh unto death. 
This work duely followed will ſufficiently, ex- 
erciſe a man's head and heart, waſte his ſpi- 
tits, and try the beſt conſtitution. But tho 
we labour to faintneſs, yet we muſt not faint 
in our labour; for Chriſt n rebuked one for 
abating in his love and labour, tho he had 
not ſo fainted as to leave off. | 

It is no eaſy work to diſſec a ſinner, and 
make him know wiſdom in the hidden part, 


| xoTiarins, n Philip. ii. 25, 26. Rev. ii. 3, 5. 
D * and 


headed fo ſoon, or die ſo faſt, notvrithſtand-. 
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and bring him to repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The 
labour will appear to be the greater, if we 
compare the weakneſs ofthe inſtrument, with 
the ſtrength of the oppoſition from fin, Satan, 
and wicked men; with what grievous jea- 
louſies are the labouring minds of miniſters 
filled, leſt they ſhould run in vain, and la- 
bour in vain 2 Miniſters would not be grey 


ing their great labour, if it was but ſucceſs- 
ful; but this cuts to the heart, and makes us 
bleed in ſecret, that tho we do much, ic 
comes to nothing; our work dies, therefore 
we die, not ſo much that we labour, as that 
we labour in vain, as o one expreſſes it: but if 
any are begotten by the word of truth, how p; 
painful is the labour to travel in birth, till! 
Chriſt is formed in them, and they are pre- 
ſented perfect in Chriſt Jeſus P. 5 

[2.] The labour is ſpiritual and in ward, it is 


heart labour, and that is difficult work. It is 


no eaſy thing to deal ſuitably with the ſpirits 
of men. The learned Zanchy renders 7 
du in you, inſtead of among you, as it 
is in our tranſlation. Both readings are true. 


The miniſters laboured among them, yet ſo 


as to labour in them. There is a labour with 
the underſtanding, to enlighten it, and with 


Lockyer on Coloſ. 1. part 2. p. 528, 529. 
P Galat. iv. 19. Coloſ. 1. 28. 
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the will, to encline it to divine things, and 


there is a labour with the affections, to puri- 


fy chem, and raiſe them to the things that are 
above. Alſo there muſt much labour be uſed 
with conſcience, to awaken it, when ſtupid, 


3 1 to regulate it, when erroneous, to purge it, 
X when defiled, and to heal it, when wounded. 


In theſe things miniſters are labourers toge- 
ther with God, and it is well they are fo, for 
otherwiſe all rheir labour wonld be in vain. 


© Miniſters are but inſtruments; all the power 
and ſucceſs of our miniſterial labours is from 
"XX him, that we may preſent every man per- 
XX fe@ in Chriſt Jeſus, (ſaid Paul 4) whereuntol 
= alſo labour, ſtriving according to his work- 
ing, which worketh in me mightily *.” <© He 
that planteth is nothing, and he that water- 
eth is nothing, ir is God that giveth the in- 
= creaſe.” However, the miniſter's part, in this 
work, mult be allowed to be full of labour, not 
only in laying the foundation, but in carry- 
ing on, and preſerving the building from 
ruin, from Satan, the world, and indwelling 
ſin. I ſent, (ſaith Paul ſ to the Theſſalonians) 
to know your faith, leſt by ſome means the 
tempter have tempted you, (and he will leave 
no meansuntried) and our labours be in yain.” 
Look to your ſelves, ſaid another * apoſtle, 
that we loſe not the things that we have 


1 Colol. 1. 28, 29. 1 Cor. iii. 7. f 1 Theſſ. iii. 5. 
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wrought, but that we receive a full reward.” 
If we take the words, Labour among you” 
diſtributively, as relating to all the members 
of the church, this doth not leſſen, but ra- 
ther augment the labour towards ſo many 
objects, in ſuch a multitude and variety of 
cales. . 

I.] There is the labour with themſelves 
which miniſters muſt go through to 
fit them to labour uſefully among their 
people. They muſt labour with their own 
heads, that they may be filled with know- 
ledge, and with their on hearts, that they 
may be repleniſhed with grace, faith, love, 
zeal for God's glory, patience towards fro- 
ward chtiſtians, and complacency in the ex- 
cellent of the earth: and alſo they muſt la- 
bour with themſelves, in the conduct of their 
lives, that they may be examples to the flock, 
and walk in wiſdom towards them that are 


without. And they being perſons of like 


paſſions with other men, and of greater temp- 
tations, the greater guard and care are neceſ- 
ſary to keep them pure, and to maintain a 
holy temper in all their actions, that it may 
appear, that they ſerve God with their ſpi- 
rits in the goſpel of his Son, and that they 
may both ſave themſelves and thoſe that hear 
them. It may fo be ?, that the more abun- 


dantly they love their people, the leſs they WM 


2 Cor. Ai. 17. 
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may be loved, and they may be thought their 
enemies, becauſe they tell- them the truth. 
Yer ſtill » they muſt exerciſe all long-ſuffering, 
and in meekneſs inſtru thoſe who oppole 


"* themſelves, and labour, in every circumſtance, 
to approve themſelves to God, as thoſe that 
muſt give an account. Every one that en- 
X deayours thus to conduct himſelf, will find 
no ſmall labour with himſelf neceflary, and 
he that doth nor, is likely to labour to very 
little purpoſe among the people. | 


[4.] There is the labour attending goſpel 
adminiſtrations, not of the word only, but 
ſeals, cenſures, communion, and diſcipline of 
the church; there is the labour of frequent 


+] fervent Prayers with the flock, in publick, 
with the ſick in private, and for them all in 


ſecret; and there is the labour of watchin 


over them, that they ſtand faſt in the faith 
and walk as becomes the goſpel. Theſe 


things duly attended, require more pains and 
care than many imagine. The miniſterial 
work is not a lazy, but laborious employ- 


[ 5-] Another part of this labour is to hold 


= faſt the truth, and defend the goſpel. Faith- 
ful paſtors muſt contend, yea contend earneſt- 
ly, tho' not with ſtrife and railing, for the 
faith once delivered to the ſaints; and this 
may unhappily occaſion a contention among 


” 2 Tim. ii. 15, 25. 2 Cor. v. 9, 10. 


themſelves, 


32 Or Tur DurTizs or 
themſelves, as it once did between Paul and 


Barnabas, which renders the labour ſtill the 
harder ; when there is not only the common 
enemy of the truth ro oppoſe, but alſo cow- 
ardly or angry brethren, to be bore with, 
without either ſeeking revenge, or deſerting 
a good cauſe, but ſtill with meekneſs and 
courage, going on with the neceſſary work. 


the out- wor ks are aſſaulted, but the very 
foundations of our faith are undermined. It 


will require no (mall courage, care and la- 
bour, to perform this part of the miniſterial * 
work, ſo as to be able to ſay with the apoſtle | 
Paul, © I have fought the good fight, I have 

kept the faith, and if I am offered upon the 
ſacrifice and ſervice of your faith, I joy and 


rejoice with you ally. 


[6.] There is the labour to be uſed in en- 
deavours to convert ſouls ro Chriſt, and to 


bring them into the church. The good 
ſhepherd leaves the ninety nine, to ſeck the 
loſt ſheep. Miniſters are not ſo tied to their 
own flocks, but they muſt alſo ſeek the good 
of others. The bringing in new converts is 
not only the miniſter's joy, but alſo that of 
the ſaints, yea of angels; and it is Sion's 


glory to have it ſaid * of her, © This and that 


man was born here.” But O! the difficulty 


* 2 Tim. ii. 7. / Philip. ii. 17. * Pal Ixxxvii. 5, 
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What need is there at this day of ſuch a tem- 
per, and of ſuch a conduct? when not only * 


. 
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4 and labour of this work! eſpecially at this 
1 day, in which not only the doctrines, but 
allo the inward power of religion are denied 
and deſpiſed by ſo many, and the holy Spirit 
is ſo much grieved and provoked to with- 
draw. Who would engage in this ſervice, or 4 


4 continue in it, in ſuch circumſtances, did not 
the love of Chriſt and of fouls conſtrain ſome, 


4 | In the former ſenſe, the apoſtle Paul told the 
Romans a, that he was perſuaded that the 
„ 4 were filled with all knowledge, able alſo to 
o admoniſh one another. Of the latter fort of 
d a admonition, that ſeems to be.“ If any man 
e obey nor our word, by this epiſtle, note that 
ir man, and have no company with him, yet 
4 count him not as an enemy, but admoniſh him 
is as a brother b.“ Such brotherly inſtructions 
1 N and admonitions are due from one member 
to another: but beſides this, there is an in- 
ſtruction and admonition proper to the offi- 
cers of the church. Such as are over 


e 
C. 
EY <4 2 Ae 4 25 a £ 7 * 4 


Rom. xiv. 15. 2 Theſſ. iii, 14. 


EC the 


34 Or Tus Doris or 
the people in the Lord, ought to admoniſh 
them either privately, or more publickly, as 


the circumſtance of the caſe, and rule of the 


goſpel require e. Thoſe who fin publickly, 


and contumaciouſly, are to be rebuked be- 


fore all; ſuch as publiſh and ſpread errors are 


to be reproved and rebuked with all authority; 
and an heretick after the firſt andſecond ad. 


monition is to be rejected 4. Yet in all this, 
an imitation of the wiſdom and compaſſion 


of Chriſt and his apoſtles is to be practiſed. 
Therefore the apoſtle Paul ſaid, © I write not 
theſe things to ſhame you, but as my belov- 
ed fons, I warn you, or admoniſh you ©.” And 
in another place, f © I ceafed not, night and 
day, to warn, or admoniſh every one of you 


with tears.” With what authority, and yet 


tenderneſs and diligence, ſhould miniſters warn 


and admoniſh their people of fin and error, 
and endeavour to recover the fallen out of 
the ſnare of the devil? How ſhould thoſe 
words always ſound in the ears, and touch 
the hearts of miniſters 2 © If thou give them 
not warning from me, their blood will I re- 
quire at thine hands. The apoſtle has ob- 
ſerved bh, that miniſters muſt preach Chriſt, 
teaching every man, and warning every man, 
or admoniſhing every man. They whoin my 
text are ſaid to labour among the people, and 


T2 Tin v. 20. Titus iii. 10. 1 Cor. iv. 14. As 
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to be over them, are called upon in the next 
verſe, to warn the unruly, to comfort the 
feeble minded, to ſupport the weak, to be 
patient towards all men, which expreſſes this 
* duty in its full extent. 


II. I proceed now to the next part of my 
ſubject, viz. to conſider the peoples duty to- 
wards their miniſters, and one another, with 
the motives enforcing it. 
U 1. One branch of their duty here expreſſed, 
2 1 is contained in thoſe words, We beſeech 
you know them.” But it may be ſaid, was ic 
f poſſible that they ſhould have officers over 
4 | 77 chem, who laboured among them, and ad- 
moniſhed them, and yet they ſhould not know 
them? no, ſurely; why then does the apoſtle 
ſſoẽ earneſtly exhort them to know them? To 
n remove this objection, it may be neceſſary to 
= conſider, what may be meant by the expreſ- 
ſion, Knowing them, and when that is ex- 
plain d, the objection will vaniſh. 
(..) To know them lignifies, that the people 
> ought to acquaint themſelves with their mi- 
M7 niſters, converſe freely with them, and open 
3 1 their ſpiritual condition to them. If the 
people are reſerved, and ſhy of their paſtors, 
and conceal themſelves from them, how ſhall 
55 the miniſters ſpeak words in ſeaſon to them? 
Some complain, that their caſes are not touch d 
or conſidered by their miniſters, and how 
ſhould they, unleſs under an extraordinary di- 
9 E 4 | rection 
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Watch for their ſouls, and would be glad to 


a ſpecial relation, for whom they have a very 


36 Or THE Dor iEs or 
rection of Providence? when they eſtrange 
themſelves from thoſe who ſhould deſire to 
ſerve the meaneſt of them. 1 

(2.) This knowing them includes an own- 
ing them for the miniſters of Chriſt, and as 
over them in the Lord, as their own paſtors, 
and ſpiritual guides, to whom they ſtand in 


particular regard, and from whom they may 
expect peculiar help and aſſiſtance in the con 
cerns of their ſouls. They are to eſteem them 
has the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of tage 
myſteries of God, and as thoſe whom they 
Have choſe to watch for their ſouls. The! 
people are ſo to know them, as to ſubmit to 
them in the execution of their office. It is 


not, indeed, an implicit or blind obedience, 


which they are to yield, but a ready com- 
pliance with the mind of Chriſt, delivered 


to them by ſuch as they choſe, and Chriſt | 1 


has authoriſed to guide them in the ways of 
life. i Theophylact, by knowing them, un- 


derſtands the peoples reſpecting and honour- 


ing them, which, as he obſerves, will ſome- 
what alleviate the many difficulties, which 
the teachers muſt go thro for the ſake of 85 
their people. 1 


® 1 Cor. iv. 5. Heb. xiii. 17. i Hau rape i 
3 os * : = 
dvs dle TING EXHTE, v lb of M Ae. Bete ay 71 


| 7 "© + . 
velger rut df & H ThYhon GeUTOGG usr pig Yb i οα . Theoph . 


in 1 Theſſ. v. 12. g 5 F 
6.) This 'M 


= MinisTztRzs AND PEOPLE. 37 
| (3.) This knowing them includes in it the 
| peoples vigilant care and concern for their mi- 
| niſter's ſafety, welfare and comfort. We may 
illuſtrate it by its contrary. David * ſaid, 
$< There was no man that would know me, 
refuge failed, no man cared for my ſoul.” 
None had reſpect enough for him, to protect 
Por relieve him, whilſt his enemies ſought his 
life. For the people to know their miniſters, 
is to take care for their ſafety and comfort, 
in the diſcharge of their office, as Paul! ex- 
horted the Corinthians, that Timothy might 
be with them, without fear, ſeeing he wrought 
the work of the Lord. Such a regard to their 
mminiſters is the peoples duty, founded in the 
xeaſon of things, and enjoined by God him- 
elf. Reaſon dictates, that thoſe who are ſo 
deeply concern'd for the ſafety and welfare 
Jof their peoples ſouls, ſhould have as much 
protection and ſupport for their bodies, and 
peace and comfort in their ſpirits, as their 
people can procure them. God's honour, and 
their own intereſt makes this neceſſary, and 
ZE whilſt the flock neglects the things of their 
=X paſtor's peace, it may be juſtly ſaid, that they 
do not know the things of their own. In the 
= care I ain ſpeaking of, is included a defence 
of their miniſter's reputation and good name, 
ſo far as it can lawfully be done. Is it not 
reaſonable, that he who draws upon himſelf 


& Pfal. cxlii. 4. 1 1 Cor. xvi. 10. 


the 
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the ſpight and reproach of earth and hell, 
in the ſervice of your ſouls ſhould by you be 
defended in his good name, and vindicated 
from falſe aſperſions, ſecing God's honour and 
yours, and his uſefulneſs are ſo much con- 
cern d therein? Hence it is faid, © receive 
ſuch gladly, and hold them in reputation—= "= 
Againſt an elder receive not an accuſation, 
under two or three witneſſes.“ Ill reports con- 
cerning them oughr not to be invented or n 
ſpread, no nor harken'd to, or believed, with- 
out ſufficient evidence. A neglect of Chriſts 
miniſters in his work is an affront that runs 
up as high as heaven, for Chriſt b ſaid, © He 
that deſpiſes you deſpiſes me, and he that de- 
ſpiſes me, deſpiſes him that ſent me.” And 
this leads us to the next branch of the church's 
duty to their miniſters. * 
2. It is che peoples duty to eſteem their mi- 
niſters very highly in love, or ſuper-abundant- 
ly, as the Greek word ſignifies. Some in- 
deed, eſteem their miniſters no more than 
their menial ſervants, nay not ſo much, and 
will beſtow a greater expence, even upon a 
horſe or a dog, than they think their ſpiri-„ 
tual guides worthy of. How far are they 
from obſerving the injunction in my text, 
which requires not only that common de- 
gree of reſpect, which is due to any other 
member of the church, but a far ſuperior 


5 


Philip. ii. 29. 1 Tim. v. 19. Luke x. 16. 
degree 
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WE degree of love and eſteem? The ground of 
W which is their office and work. The belt of 
men may caſily be over valu'd, as in them- 
ſelves conſider d, but there cannot be too 
high an eſteem of the authority, will, work, 
and glory of Chriſt, whoſe theſe miniſters 
arc, and whom they ſerve. And give me 
leave to ſay, that the more regard any have 
for Chriſt and his glory, for his people and 
heir edification, and for the ſpiritual welfare 
pf their own ſoul, the more eminent and ex- 
emplary they will be, in their love to their 
Faithful miniſters, and in that high eſteem, 
rhich is the reſult of it. Let me add, that 
his reſpe& muſt not reſt in a meer barren 
fiction, bur ought to be fruitful in good 
Forks, for love is the fulfilling of the law, 
ind this high eſteem is to ſhew its truth and 
ſtrength. ” - 
XX (1.) In providing an honourable mainte. 
- mance for theſe miniſters. © Let the elders 
mn that rule well be counted worthy of double 
id honour, eſpecially thoſe that labour in word 
2 nd dottrine, for the ſcripture faith, thou 
i- Walt not muzzle the mouth of the ox, that 
e) cadeth our the corn, and the labourer is 
xt, Worthy of his reward.” It is not an alms, 
le- por meer bounty, that may be given or with- 
er held ar pleaſure, bur fo hath God ordained 4, 
E | hat they who preach the Goſpel ſhould live 


= -* Tim. v. 16, 17. * 1 Cor: it; 14. 
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| God's command, in ſuch, who love them only 


Wards it? 


40 Or THE DurTizts of 


of the Goſpel. Thoſe abilities which quali- 
fy them for this ſervice, or rather thoſe na- 
cural talents which are ſuppoſed neceſlary to 
ſuch qualification, might have rendered them 
capable of far more gainful ſecular employ- 
ments: And if they are willing to deny them- 
ſelves therein, for the ſervice of mens ſouls, 
does not reaſon itſelf dictate, that the people 


ſhould ſhew ſo much duty and gratitude, as 


to furniſh them with neceſſary temporal ſup- - 
plies? In which allo the Scripture is very ex- 
preſs; © Let ſuch as are taught in the word 
communicate to him that teacheth in all good = 
things e.“ How then dwells the love of God, 
or of their miniſters, or indeed a regard too 


in word, and fay, © be you warmed, be you 
filled, but contribute little or nothing to- 


"NR 


(2.) This love and eſteem is to exert ane 
ſhew its (elf in a ſuirable demeanour toward? 
them, love thinks no evil, is not eaſily pro- 
voked, bearcth all things; ſuch then ſurely © 
do not eſteem their miniſters highly, in love, 
who are eaſily offended, and can bear no- 
thing, but what is agrecable to their own 
humours. A diligent and affectionate atten?- 
dance upon their miniſtrations, and a delight 
therein, is alſo the natural reſult of this love 
and eſteem. Love will open a paſſage into the 


hearers 


* 
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hearers hearts: the nail dip'd in oil drives the 
more eaſily. If rhe maſter of che aflembly be 
allo the maſter of your affections, it will con- 
duce much to faſten the word, *as a nail in a 
| ſure place. And how much may it promote 
this remper, to conſider hat ſhould move to 
9 i to it? Therefore, 5 l 125 05 * ae 
e 3. The work wherein miniſters are engag- 
is ec, is by the apoſtle urg'd, as a motive to 
„this knowledge, love and eſteem of them. 
For their works ſake in love | eſteem 
them.“ They are to be eſteemed for work 
which they have done: if God has own'd 
them, and brought home any ſouls to him- 
elf, by their miniſtry, ſuch at leaſt ſhould 
love their ſpiritual fathers; yea all ' fellow 
Chriſtians ſhould love the inſtrument, for the 
0- ſakce of that work, which cauſes joy, even 
nin heaven its ſelf, They are to be loved 
d for che ſake of that work which is yet to be 
ds done: b che body is edify d in love. Love to 
0- the meſſenger will promote the ſucceſs of his 
ly meſſage, as Chriſt © (aid; * if any man love 
'c, me he will keep my words.“ They muſt be 
0- eſteem'd highly in love, with reſpe& to the 
In = end of their work, which is the glory of God, 
aud the falyation of men. Such as are pecu- 
E larly employed to promote fo high and fo 
good an end, are worthy of high eſteem. 
They are to be valued on account of that 


Eccleſ. xii. 11. > Epheſ. iv. 16. ohn xiv. 23. 


F alfection, 


* $9190 


affection, which engages them in, and helps 
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to carry them thro' their work. Hence the 
Apoſtle faid, © We were gentle among 
you, as a nurſe cheriſheth her children, 
ſo we being affectionately deſirous of you, we 
were willing to have imparted to you not the 
Goſpel only, bur alſo our own ſouls, becauſe 
you were dear to us 4.“ I think, I may ſay, 
that no faithful miniſter would engage in this 


ſervice, if a principle of love to Chriſt and 


ſouls did not robe him in it. Some I do 
know, who would never preach any more, 
was it not in love to the honour of Chriſt, 


and che ſalvation of precious ſouls. Nowif 
this love cauſes miniſters to run ſuch risks, to- 


go ſuch lengths, and to expoſe their bodies 
to ſickneſs, wearineſs and death, their eſtates 
to conſumption, their names to reproach, their 
minds to reſtleſs cares and anxieties, day 
and night, how they may ſave themſelves 
and thoſe that hear them, is there no return 
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of love due to them from the people? If it 


can be ſaid of a miniſter the more abundant- 
ly he loves his people, the leſs he is beloved, 
is this gratitude, is it ingenuous, is it com- 
mon juſtice? do not even publieans and ſin- 
ners love ſuch as love them? Chriſtians, I 


am ſure, ſhould not, and, which is a comfort, 
God will not forget their work and labour of 


love, in miniſtring to the ſaints . 


1 Tbeſſ. ii. 7, 8. © Heb, vi. 10. 


4. The 
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4. The laſt branch of my text is contain d 
in thoſe few but comprehenſive words. Be 
at peace among yourſelves. Some refer this 
to both miniſters and people, as exhorting 
them to cultivate peace with each other; 
and certainly it is their joint intereſt ſo to do: 
and if the people love their miniſters, they 
will be the leſs diſpoſed to quarrel with them, 
and the greater harmony there is between 
miniſters and people, the greater 1 
there is of their mutual good and comfort. 
A peace among the brethren is to be cultivat- 
ed by all proper methods, for where there is 
ſtrife and diviſion, there is every evil work: 
when they bite and devour one another, they 
may expect to be devoured one of another. 
= Peace therefore is carneſtly to be follow'd a- 
maong all the community, as well as with their 
= miniſters. But yet whilſt they rye the bonds 
= of peace they muſt not break the unity? of the 
picit. Peace without purity, peace without 
truth, is but an united war againſt God, and 
gd 2 confederacy in iniquity. A diſſention for 
the maintenance of piety is better than a wick- 
== cd peace, as one s formerly ſaid; but a holy 
chriſtian peace, peace with purity, and peace 
with truth, is a beautiful and an invaluable 
thing, a bleſſing moſt earneſtly to be ſought 
of God, and follow'd with men. Hence 
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the * Pſalmiſt cried with rapture, Behold 
how good and how pleaſant a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity! And 
the apoſtle i Paul ſaid, © Fulfil you my joy, be- 
ing of one accord, of one mind.” Let us 
follow after the things that make for peace, 
and things wherewith we may edify one ano- 
ther „ Peace is a means ä of edification, yea, = 
a means of engaging! and continuing God's 
preſence; in his own ways. Therefore, * be 
perf:&, be of one mind, live in peace, and 
the God of love and peace ſhall be with you. 


be APPLICATION. 


r. How great is the wiſdom, kindneſs and 
care of Chriſt towards his people, in fur- 


niſhing them with officers and ordinances, in 
the fellowſhip of the goſpel, and in revealing 7 
the ſeveral duties and privileges of miniſters 
and people in ſuch ſocieties? 5 . 
2. Hov great is their folly and miſery who 
deſpiſe the church of God, and all the order, 
officers and ordinances of it, who trample 
upon the duties and privileges of the houſe 
ot God, who deſpiſe the labours and admo- 
nitions of miniſters, and the peace and edifi- 
cation of the chriſtian people? But I only 
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z. What care ought the faithful to take 
how they carry it towards their miniſters 
Even the Theſſalonians, a people whom Paul 
fo much commended, had need of a warm 
"XX exhorrarion, to pay a due regard to their mi- 
niſters, as appears from his giving it them, in 
my text. Indwelling fin, and outward temp- 
tations, roo eaſily turn the beſt of men aſide. 
If ſome miniſters may be apt to aſſume too 

much to themſelves, there are alſo ſome people 


i 

p | Nie is beſt to follow Chriſt's direction, or theſe 
5 mens lentiments, judge you. 
4. Give me leave a little to enforce the ex- 
bortation, in my text, upon you of this church 
; of Chriſt, who have this day choſe one to labour 
among you, and be over you in the Lord. Let 
me preſs you to know him, acquaint yourſelves 
with him, open your ſpiritual conditions to 

3 | him, and own and ſupport him in his work: 

y $ pray for him fervently, that you may receive 

'Y 


WT 


office; and give him that double honour, 
 Evhich the ſcriptures enjoin. 
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There are two things more which I would | 
beg leave to mention, and ſo I will conclude. | 
this diſcourſe. —- i 
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to the word. This is one branch of his work, 
for which you are required, in my text, to 
love and eſteem him highly. It is indeed too 
often ſeen, that men are apt to count him 
their enemy who tells them the truth; theß 
cannot bear any doctrine, contrary to ſome MF 
miſtaken opinion, nor any duty that is con? 
trary to ſome prevailing luſt, But your mi- 
niſter could neither be faithful to Chriſt or 
you, ſhould he ſuffer ſin to reſt upon you; it 
would not be an act of love, but hatred ſo to 
do. Have you not choſe him to watch for 
your ſouls, and admoniſh you? Be willing 
then, that he ſhould deal freely and impar- 
tially with you, according to the ſcripture * 
rule, to reſtore ſuch as are overtaken in a fault, 
in a ſpirit of meckneſs. And in diſcharge of S 
FL BE your | 
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your duties to your paſtor, look up to Chriſt 
| for ſufficient grace to enable you to walk as 
| becomes the goſpel ; as becomes the purity, 
| privileges, and the obligations of it, to love, 
and peace, and all holy obedience, knowing 

that you ſhall be able to do all rhro' Chriſt 
u ſtrengthening of you. To him I commend 
„ you, and conclude this diſcourſe with the ſo- 
n lemn exhortation in my text. We beſeech 
e you, brethren, know them that labour among 
o vou, and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
o moniſh you, and eſteem them very highly, in 
love, for their works ſake; and be at peace 
among yourſelyes.” 


A CHARGE. 


x 1 Have finiſhed what I ſhall offer upon this 
E | ſubject, and ſhould add no more, had I 
not been earneſtly deſired ro turn my thoughts 
=== to the work and duty of our reverend Bro- 
= ther, here preſent, who has this day taken 
upon him the care and overſight of this church 
of Chriſt. 5 W 
= Though pretend not the like authority as 
for Paul had, yer ſeeing the nature of things 
ng ſo much agrees, give me leave, dear Sir, to 
ar- ſpeak to you on this occaſion, in thoſe awful 
words of! Paul to his beloved Timothy; 1 


1 1 | 
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of your miniſtry, and fulfill it. What the 
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charge thee therefore, before God, and the 
Lord rg Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick | 
and the dead, at his appearing, and his king. | 
dom, preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, | 
and out of. ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all lon g- ſuffering and doctrine, ſtudy to = 
ſhew thy ſelf approved to God, a workman 
that needs not to be aſhamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth, and giving to every 
one his portion ; provide milk for babes, and = 
meat for ſtrong men.” The time is come, 
when many will not endure ſound do@rine, 
but will turn away their ears from the truth; RF 
but you are required to hold faſt, and hold = 
forth the faithful word, to endure afflictions, 
and watch in all things, and make full proof 


miniſterial labour is, has, in part, been hinted | 
before, and you may more largely collect from E 
the (cri ptures, to which I refer you. 

I would not be thought to take upon me 
the part of a dictator, but only of a monitor, 
to put you and my ſelf, and others in mind 3 
of ſome things, which Chriſt has enjoin d. . 

1. In the name and authority of Chriſt, 
let me preſs you to take heed to yourſelf, = | 
Paul = required the elders at Epheſus, in te? 
firſt place, to take heed to themſelves ; and to 
Timothy, in like manner he ſaid, cake heed | 5 
to chy ſelf. There is a great deal of labour, 


= Ate xx, a8. ** 
watchfulneſs, 
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VWatchfulneßs, and care, which we miniſters 
muſt go thro relating to ourſelves, if we would 
be faithful and uſeful. Example is more to 
many than precept. We ſhould be able to 
ſay, not only what you have heard from me, 
but what you have ſeen in me, do. We are 
required to be n examples to the believers, in 
word, in converſation, in love, in faith, in 
purity. The myſtery of faith is to be held 
in a pure conſcience, giving no offence, that 
„ the miniſtry be not blamed. A 9 biſhop mult 
„ be blameleſs, ſober, of good behaviour, not 
; given to much wine, not greedy of filthy 
d 3 7 lucr E, but patient, not A brawler, nor COYC- 
tous. He mult have a good report of them 
that are without, leſt he falls into reproach, 
. Rand the ſnare of the devil. 
2. Take hecd to your doctrine ?, ſhewing 
therein uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound 


_ 
: 


XX ſpecch, that cannot be condemned. A bi- 


BY 


"IM 


ſhop muſt be holy, temperate, holding faſt 
the faichtul word as he hath been taught, that 
he may be able by ſound doctrine both to ex- 
hort and convince the gainſayers 4. Take 
herd, that you never corrupt the word, nor 
be partial in declaring the truth. Pleaſe all 
zen, for their good, to edification; but you 
z mutt not ſhun to declare the whole counſel 
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of God, as much as in you lies, nor ſo much 
conſider what may pleaſe, as what may pro- 
fit; not ſo much what may be moſt eaſy and 
agreeable to you to fay, as what may be moſt 
neceſſary for the people to hear. Labour 


then, my dear Brother, and let us all, who 


are in the miniſtry, labour more and more, 


to be ro God a ſweet favour of Chriſt, not 8 
corrupting the word of God, but as of ſinceri- 
ty, but as of God, in the fight of God, fo let 


us {peak in Chriſt Jeſus . 


3. Take heed to all the flock, to feed them, 
watch over them, inſtruct, and admoniſh 
them. Comfort them that mourn, bind up | 
the broken hearted, and ſpeak a word inſca- - 


ſon to him that is weary, teach every man, 


warn every man, that you may preſent 
_ every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. Feed | 8 
Chriſt's ſheep, feed his lambs, carry them in 

your boſom, bear them upon your heart, not 4 
only in publick prayers, but alſo in your 
ſecret addreſſes at the throne of grace. En- 
deavour to adminiſter all ordinances, ſo as 
may be molt for edification, in faith, holineſs, 


and comfort. Do nothing by partiality; en- 


deavour to imitate and repreſent the car,, 
kindneſs, and extenſive goodneſs of the great | 
ſhepherd to all the flock : let it appear, that 

you have taken the overſight of it willingy, 
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and of a ready mind, with a heart full of love 
to them, and a defire of doing them all the 
good you can. Give me leave here, to re- 


commend to you the beautiful mixture of zeal 
and meckneſs, courage and condeſcenſion, au- 
chority and compaſſion which was in Chriſt: 
theſe will ever be moſt uſeful and acceptable, 
XX when duely tempered together. In feeding 
the flock, often recollect what becomes the 
"XX ſhepherd, and what is proper for the ſheep. 
Let none, I beſeech you, Sir, be above your 
reproof, or beneath your care, as the caſe ſhall 
= —_ ; but labour to have a juſt regard to 
all. 


4. Commit yourſelf to God in well doing; 


commit your reputation, uſefulneſs, peace, and 
very life to God, in a faithful diſcharge. of 
your cruſt. Firſt find out what you ought to 


do, and then perform it to the uttermoſt of 


your power, leaving to men to do their worſt, 
and truſting in God to make all things work 
= together for good to you, in the exerciſe of a 
ſincere love to him and his intereſt, in the 

LA world. : 

I hope you will not think me impertinent, 
if I ſuggeſt two or three motives, which may 
x excite. us to ſuch a diſcharge of our duty: I 
gay, ours; for I would ſpeak to my (elf, as 
well as you. 


1. Let us often think on the ſtrict and aw- 


ful account which we muſt give in the great 
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day, and endeavour to improve it, as the apoſtle 


did, who ſaid f, © We labour, whether pre- 
ſent or abſent, that we may be accepted of 


him, for we muſt all (miniſters as well as o- 


thers) appear before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt: we are t to watch for ſouls, as thoſe 
that muſt give an account. O that we could 
ſtudy, and preach, and live, under a lively 
ſenſe of this ſtrict and awful account 5 

2. Let us conſider how much the glory of 
God, and the welfare or damage of ſouls are 
concerned in the neglect or performance of our 


duty. Publick perſons, and publick actions 
are of greater influence and importance, than 


private ones. If we love Chriſt, if we love 


his glory, and if we love the ſouls which he 
has redeemed with his precious blood, how 


ſhould it engage and exhauſt all our ſpirits and 


ſtrength ; our belt talents and abilities, in ad- 
vancing the honour of Chriſt, and the falva- 


tion of men, whilſt we are fulfilling the mi- 


niſtry which we have received? 


3. Let us conſider the all-ſufficient grace, 
2 © . Ss ; : A 
and faithful promiſe of Chriſt, We are al 


ſured, that in all our diſtreſſes, v his grace is 


ſufficient for us; and that in teaching our 
flocks to do and obſerve whatever he has com- 


manded, his gracious preſence ſhall be with 
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us always v. There are, or have been, ſome 


who can, or could ſay, that they ever found 


it ſo to be; when by faith rhey relied upon 


his engagement, in performing the moſt 
difficult parts of their work. May the Spirit 
and grace of Chriſt reign in all our miniſtra- 


tions, and then how inſufficient ſoever we are 


in our ſelves, he will make our miniſtrations 


uſeful and glorious. _ 
And now, my dear Brother, let me urge 


you, under the influence of theſe motives, to 
pay your vows to God, which you have made 
before him and many witneſſes. Let me 
=X wiſh you all proſperity and ſucceſs, in your 
** moſt important work, to which you have ad- 
dicted yourſelf. Feed * the flock of God, 
= raking the overſight of them, not by conſtraint, 
but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but of a 


ready mind, neither as being a Lord over 
God's heritage, but an example to the flock, 


land when the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, 


you ſhall receive a crown of glory that fades 
not away. 


I conclude with thoſe ſolemn y words of 


= the apoſtle Paul, *I give thee charge in the 
= fight of God, who quickens all things, and 


before Jeſus Chriſt, that thou keep this com- 
mandment unrebukeable, till the appearing of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which he in his time 


Matth. xxv1li. 19, 20. * 1. Pet. v. 1. 11 Tim. vi. 13, &c. 
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nour and power everlaſting. Amen. 
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HE light of nature aſſures us, that 
there is a God; the works of crea- 
tion proclaim their great original; ſo that 
when we trace the footſteps of wiſdom and 
power, which are impreſſed on all things 
round us, we muſt deny our on reaſon, if 
we venture to ſay there is no God. If we 
look upwards to the ſun, the fountain of light 
and heat, and contemplate the regularity of 
the motions of the other heavenly bodies; if 
woe caſt our eyes about us to the beautiful and 
gay variety, which decks and enriches the 
= carth on which we tread; if we view the ſe- | 
= veral tribes of living creatures which move 3 
upon it, and about it; if we think on the | 

3 = wonders of our own frame, and conſider the f 

exquiſite mechaniſm of our bodies, and the ? 

nobler part of our conſtitution, the thinkin 

intelligent ſubſtance, the rational ſoul, which 
woe carry about with us, we cannot but con- 
1 clude, that there is a ſupreme potentate, who 
made and upholds the heavens, the earth and 
fte ſea, and all things therein, who gives to 
all life and breath, in whom we live, move, 
and have our being, and who has not left him- 
(elf without witneſs, to the conſciences of any, 

ſeeing by his bounty he ſuſtains the ſons of 
= | A | men, 


I, 


2 Or Gov. 


men, and fills their hearts with food and 
gladneſs. That there is a ſupreme power, has 
been the current belief of all nations, and none 
have been diſcovered, who, tho' ever ſo bar- 
barous, have had no notion of ſome being a- 
boye themſelves. FS 

2. There can be no more than one only 
living and true God, ſelf exiſting, and infi- 
nite in his perfections: this ſovereign God is 
eternal and unchangeable in his being, he 
knows all things paſt, preſent and to come; 
he is eſſentially preſent every where, and he 
is almighty in power; he is paſt finding out 
in his wiſdom, invariable in his truth, awful 
and tremendous in his juſtice, unſpotted in 
his holineſs, rich in his goodneſs, and won- 
derful in his mercy ; he can do no wrong, 


becauſe that is inconſiſtent with his nature, but ; 


he can do every thing which is agreeable to 
the eſſential purity of his nature, ſuitable to 
the infinite rectitude of his will, and conſiſt- 
ent with the truth of his promiſes. 


3. We cannot have a juſt notion of God, 


unleſs we conceive of him, as of one poſſeſſed 
of infinite perfections; therefore to ſuppoſe 
that all which is contained in our conceptions 
of God, is dominion, or that he is the ruler 
and governor of the world, is to give a very 
imperfect idea of him. However, it is certain, 
that a God of infinite perfections, muſt be in- 
veſted with ſovereign dominion, and muſt 
have an uncontrollable authority over all crea- 
tures 


. 


Or THE SCRIPTURE, 3 


tures within the verge of nature. The dif 
tinctions of right and wrong are from his will, 
he being the fupreme Lawgiver; and to ſay 
thoſe diſtinctions are independent on him, ri- 
ſing from fate, chance, or we know not what 
nature of things, is to ſet up ſomething above 
him. He is infinitely happy in the enjoyment 
of himſelf, and needs not the ſervices of any 
of his creatures, to add to the happinels of his 


6: "8 


rational beings, whom he created for his own 


he has indued with a capacity to adore him. 
As he has no equal, and will bear no rival, he 
only is to be worſhip'd with ſupreme worſhip, 
which is the only true notion of divine wor- 
ſhip: therefore all worſhip, tho' ic may be pre- 
tended to be inferior, and ſubordinate, which 
is offered to any creatures, tho' they may be 
ſuppoſed to be ever ſo high, ſo glorious, and 
ſo powerful, is a daring breach of allegiance 
to the ſovereign Lord of all, who will nor 
give his glory to another. 55 


CH AP. II. 


Or THE SCRIPTURE. 


much knowledge, as to the being 
and perfections of God, that they are without 
excuſe, when they glorify him not as God; 
| 1 2 bur 


nature; but he has a right to the ſervice of all 


glory, and he is to be worſhipd by all whom 


1. HE light of nature affords men 10 


S Cogo—e a ro ere Ow n 


4 Or THF SCRIPTURE. 
but ir is not ſufficient of itſelf, in the preſent 
circumſtances of men, to give a ſaving know- 
ledge of the moſt High ; ſo that all who have 
been left to the dim light of their imperfe& 
reaſon, have run into great and amazing miſ- 
takes, relating to the nature of God, his wor- 
ſhip, the way how he may be rendred propi- 
tious, the end of the creature, and its ac- 
countabieneſs to its Maker. | 
2. It has pleaſcd God to give a clear and 
full manifeſtation of his mind and will, in the 
ſcriptures of the old and new teſtament, which 
are the only and the ſufficient rule of faith 
and practice; and nothing is to be regarded, 
which is not there expreſſed, or deduced from 
thence by neceſſary conſequence. Thele fa- 
cred yolumes make up a rule, which is full, 
perfect, and every way ſufficient to guide us in 
the way of life, and to make us wile to ſalva- 
tion; they comprehend all the doctrines which 
we mult believe, they dictate all the duties of 
practical godlineſs, to which we muſt ſubmir, 
and they preſcribe the matter and manner of 
that worſhip, which we muſt offer up to God: 
all doctrines which are neither contained in 
the word of God, nor certainly deducible 
from it, are but the devices of men, and muſt 
be rejected; all practices that are not requir- 
ed in it, are incroachments on the divine pre- 
rogative, and muſt be oppoſed; and all wor- 
ſhip which is not commanded in it, is a ſuper- 
ſtitious invention, and muſt not be 
With. 


Or THz SCRIPTURE F 


with. The rule of the written word is com- 
plete in all the parts of our faith and practice, 
and needs no additions; if we take from it, 
or add to it, we incur God's diſpleaſure. 

3. As the ſcriptures make known many 
things which we could never have found our, 
unleſs they had been revealed, ſo they con- 
tain many myſteries, which we cannot com- 
pleatly comprehend, even after they are re- 
vealed. Nothing in ſcripture can be contrary 
to reaſon, becauſe truth can never contradict 
itlelf; but many myſteries are there revealed, 
which tranſcend finite reaſon, much more 
imperfect reaſon, and theſe are to be embrac d 
on the authority of the divine Author, who 
has a right to demand the aſſent of his crea- 
tures, to whatever he is pleaſed to make 
known to them; and they are to be received 
with ſubmiſſion, ſilence, and wonder, without 
our vainly prying into matters, over which 
infinite wiſdom has been pleaſed to draw a 
veil of ſecrecy, or inſolently affecting to give 
an account of the mode of them, when 


the all. wiſe God has not ſeen fit to diſcover 
it. 
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1.41 HE holy ſcripture fully and amply 


(6) 
CHAP. II. 


Or THE BLESSED TrINITyY. 


confirms the light of nature, that 
there is but one God, and that there can be 
no other than he; but it is certain, that three 
are repreſented under the character of true 
and ſupreme Deity, and deſcribed as inveſted 
with infinite perfections; theſe are the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Theſe are 
ſpoke of in the language of perſonality, and 
actions are aſcribed to them, which prove 


them to be real and proper perſons, tho not 


ſeparate perſons, as three men : this is the 


current doctrine of ſcripture, fo that the fan- 


cies of men, that theſe three are three diſtin& 


names of one perſon, or one perſon acting in 


three different diſpenſations, or one proper 
divine perſon, and two figurative metaphori- 
cal perſons, the two powers of the one divine 
perſon, his intelligent volitive power, and his 
intelligent effective power, are bold contra- 


ditions to ſcripture. 
2. The firſt perſon of the holy and ever 


bleſſed Trinity, the Father, is by all allowed 
to have the high titles of ſupremacy, indepen- 
dence, and neceſſary exiſtence. As to the 
Son, the ſecond of the ſacred three, the ſcrip- 
ture ſets him forth as diſtinct from the Father 

2 WM 


1 
8 
wo. 


Or THE BLESSED TRINITY. 7 


in perſon, but as one God with him, and e- 
qually poſſeſſed of all divine perfections. He 
is declared to be one with the Father in na- 
ture, to be equal with him, and to be poſſeſ- 
ſed of the whole fulneſs of the Godhead; he 
bears the incommunicable title of Jehovah, he 
is ſtiled God without any limitation, and in 
the abſolute ſenſe, and he is called Lord God; 
he is dignified with the high titles of ſupre- 
macy, for he is the true God, the living God, 
the great God, the mighty God, the moſt High, 
the God over all bleſſed for ever, the only 
ſovereign God and Lord, the King eternal, 
immortal, inviſible, and the only wiſe God, 
the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and the Lord of lords, who only has 
immortality, and the Almighty, or the abſo- 
late Supreme over all; the incommunicable 
perfections of the divine nature are aſcribed to 
him, ſuch as neceſſary exiſtence, eternity, im- 
mutability, omniſcience, immenſity, and om- 
nipotence; he is declared to be the creator, 
preſerver, upholder, and end of all things, 
and he is held forth as the object of the ſu- 
preme adoration of angels and men. The 
third perſon, the Holy Spirit, bears, in ſerip- 
ture, the incommunicable title of Jehovah ; he 
is {tiled Lord and God, in the abſolute ſenſe ; 
the incommunicable perfe&ions of the divine 
nature are aſcribed to him, ſuch as eternity, 
immutability, omniſcience and immenſity; he 
is declared to be che Creator of the world, 
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3 Or THE BLESSED TRINITVYV. 


and he is held forth as the object of worſhip. 
All the ſacred three are join'd together, in 
ſome acts of ſupreme worſhip, perform'd by 
angels, as well as men, and we are ſolemnly 
devoted to them, equally, in baptiſm. The 


inevitable conſequence from hence is, that 


ſince God is one, theſe three divine perſons, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are 
the ſame in nature and perfections, the one 
ſupreme God, the one object of our faith and 
worſhip. So that the ſcheme which makes 
the Son and the Holy Spirit dignified creatures, 


is contrary to ſcripture, and even to reaſon, 


ſeeing it is irrational ro ſuppoſe ſuch to be 
able to create, or fit ro be worſhipped. | 

3. This high and adorable myſtery of a 
Trinity in Unity, is above reaſon, but not con- 
trary to it: we muſt bring faith modeſtly and 
humbly to believe it, for it is the foundation 
of all our communion with God, and com- 
fortable dependence on him; but we muſt not 
put reaſon to a wrong uſe, in perverſly diſ- 
puting againſt it. This unſearchable myſtery 


is to be received with reverence, on the foot 


on which it ſtands in ſcripture, without our 


preſumptouſly enquiring into the mode of it, 


how three perſons can be one God, or 
peremptorily determining wherein conſiſts the 
nature of Chriſt's Sonſhip, or the Spirit's pro- 
ceſſion, theſe are things not revealed, and 
therefore are not to be the matter of our vain 
curioſity; had they been to be known by 5 
Go 


Or ELECTION. * 


God would have revealed them; in enquir- 
ing into them, we catch at things too big for 
our graſp, and ſo run into errors and miſtakes. 
It is our wiſdom, as well as humility, to be 
contented with what diſcoveries God has af- 
forded us, and ſilently to adore at a diſtance, 
where we mult not draw nigh to gaze. 


CH AP. IV. 


Or ELECTION. 


I. OD, from everlaſting, unchange- 
ably ordained whatſoever in time 
comes to paſs; and tho we cannot fully com- 
prcehend this great myſtery, yet, when we 
- RX conſider the holy nature of God, and ſee that 
1 RX man s a free agent, we mult aver, that God 
nis not the author of ſin, and that violence is 
- XX not offered to the will of the creature. God 
XZ unchangeably foreknows whatſoever will come 
co pals, yet he has not decreed any thing, be- 
y X& cauſe he foreſaw it would come to paſs on 
X cCertain conditions. a. 
2. By the decree of God, ſome of the an- 
gels, and part of mankind are appointed to 
everlaſting life; thoſe of mankind, who are 
ordain'd to happineſs, God, according to the 
good pleaſure of his will, choſe in Chriſt, out 
of his mere ſovereignty, without any fore- 
light of faith and good works, as cauſes or 
conditions moying him thereto ; the reſt of 
ä the 


in 
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10 Or Tus CovENaANT 


the angels and of mankind, he, in his ſove- 
reign pleaſure, has left to feel the conſequen- 
ces of their tranſgreſſions. | 
3. As God has choſe a remnant of man- 
kind to glory and honour, ſo he has predeſti- 
nated them to be conform'd to the image of 
his Son, in holineſs and righteouſneſs; tho 
he choſe them not becauſe they were holy, 
he fore-ordained, that in time they ſhould be 
holy and blameleſs before him; and he pre- 
determined all the means which are neceſſary 
to bring his cle& to complete and final happi- 
neſs; they who pretend, that if they are e- 
lected, they need not follow after holineſs, 
ſhew themſelves unacquainted with the de- 
ſign of God, in chooſing men to ſalvation, 
which was that he might have a holy and 
peculiar people, formed for himſelf, ro ſhew 
forth his praiſe. 
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CHAP. V. 


WS on ms > 


Or THE COVENANT of GRACE, 


1. £ 1 OD, the Father, before the world 
was made, provided for the ſalvation 7 

of his elect, in entering into a covenant with Ml 
God the Son, as their head and repreſenta- * 
tive, and with them in him. In this tranſac- 
tion, the Father gave the elect to Chriſt, and 
engaged to farisfy him with a ſeed, to uphold 
him in his work, to hear him always, and to 
honour 
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or Grkath.” 2 


| honour him as faithful to his truſt, to crown 
him with triumph and victory, and to glorify 
him for ever. Chriſt engag'd to undertake 
for all the ele, as their common head, to 
perform the will of God the Father, and, tho' 
equal to him in nature, to act in obedience to 
him as his ſervant, to be the ſurety of thoſe 
given him to pay their debrs, their mediator 
co reconcile them, their righteouſneſs to juſti- 
fy them, their advocate to manage their caule, 
and their kind conductor to bring them to 
glory. 

2. This covenant of grace, this counſel of 
peace between the Father and the Son, before 
the foundation of the world, is the fountain- 
head and ſpring of all the mercies that flow 
to the ele& in time. Ir is moſt firm and ſtable, 
as it is the product of God's counſel, and con- 
firm'd by his oath, and as it is made with the 
Son who is unehangeable. The moſt ample 
proviſion is made in it for the ſalvation of the 
choſen people; in that all things belonging 
to their eternal happineſs are promis d to them, 
and laid up for them in it, and in that all the 
bleſſings pertaining to life are beſtowed freely, 
and do not depend on any conditions to be 
performed by the creature. 


B 2 CHAP. 


PI — — = — 
« — a. — « * , 
rer  a? Ie— Oet 
- a * — - ads ö * - 5 
8 1 — 2 — — — — 


— 
— © 


rr 


1272 3 — — oe — 


—U— — 
— — _ - * 2 . 
CR” IE I" ESI = _ — EIA" — = 
== == — — —UU— — — ——ů — 

— — — — * ER — 

— — >= —_— — : - . 2 — — - . 
. — EL fie; WL — 

ü- 6 — — — ? 


re 
— _ — 

— 
— 


i "| } 11 
! 1 **% 4 
\ 5 j 
to” 14 
5 j o 
AEDT * 4 
4, \ 
%*{ i, | 
ot 1 
I 
ni 
1 4 
! , Ly 
; | 
I 


12 Or CREATION, &c. 
CHAP. VI. 


Or CREATION AND PRroOvi- 
| DENCE. 
1. V pleaſed God, the Father, Son and 
1 pirit, in order to give a diſplay of the 
divine power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, in the 
beginning, to create, or to make out of no- 
ching, the world, and all things therein, vi- 
ſible and inviſible; this lower world, and all 
belonging to it, in the ſpace of fix days, and 


all very good. The footſteps of infinite 


power, wiſdom, skill, and contrivance are 
to be traced in all things ſubject to the view 
of our ſenſes, whether in the viſible heavens, 
or on the earth; ſo that all the parts of the 
material creation proclaim their great origi- 
nal, and declare that the hand which made 
them is divine. 

2. The almighty Creator of the world up- 
holds, directs and governs all his creatures by 
his wiſe and holy providence, according to his 
infallible fore knowledge, and the unchangeable 
counſel of his will, to the praiſe of the glory of 
his wiſdom, power, juſtice, goodneſs, and mer- 
cy: by the ſame providenee he orders things to 
fall out according to the order of ſecond cau- 
ſes, either neceſſarily, freely and contingent- 
ly; and tho he ordinarily makes uſe of means, 
yer he is free to work without them ar his 

; | pleaſure. 


Or THE PRIMITIVE, &c, 13 


pleaſure. He wiſely over- rules the fins of 
ſuch creatures as have rebelled againſt him, 
to the advancing his own glory, contrary to 
the deſigns of ſuch as fin againſt him; from 
chem alone the ſinfulneſs of the action pro- 
ceeds, and not from God, who being moſt 
holy and righteous, neither is, nor can be the 
author of ſin. As God's providence reaches 
over all his works, ſo, in a particular manner, 
it takes care of all things relating to'the pre- 
ſervation of his church, and diſpoſes all things 
to its good. Togrant the being of God, and 
to deny his providence, or to ſay, that men 
are not made by God for himſelf, and that he 
has no motive, on his own account, to give 
men laws, or to puniſh them for the breach 
of them, is to frame an unworthy idea of him 
who is ſupreme, as if he was an indolent 
being, and is frontleſly to deny, what daily 
experience, as to what is met with in the 
world, proves to be true. 


CHA FP, Vis 


Or THE PRIMITIVE STATE or 
MAN, AND HIS FALL. 


1. OD created man male and female 

in honour and innocence, and our 
firſt parents, as they came pure out of their 
Maker's hand, were excellent creatures, both 
as to body and as to ſoul; as to their bodies, 


there 
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14 Or THE PRIAITIVE STATE 


there was ſtrength in their limbs, and beauty 
in their frame, and had they ſtood, neither 
age nor ſickneſs would have marred their 
noble form; their ſouls bore the image of 
God, which was the greateſt glory of inno- 
cent nature; the likeneſs of their mighty Ma. 
ker ſhone forth in wiſdom, truth, and ſevere 


and pure ſanctity; their underſtandings were 


clear and ſtrong, their judgment was unbiaſs d, 
no diſorderly paſſions raged in their unruf- 
fled breaſts, and no uneaſy cares diſturbed 
their quiet thoughts; they had the law of 
God written in their hearts, and power to 
fulfil it; yer they were under a poſſibility of 


tranſgreſſing, being left to the freedom of their 


own will: as long as they kept the law, they 


were to enjoy the pleaſures and ſweets of pa- 


radiſe, where they were happy in communion 


with God, and in dominion over the crea- 


Cures. 


2, It pleaſed God to enter into a covenant 
of works with Adam, as the head and fede- 
ral repreſentative of all mankind, who were to 
deſcend from him by ordinary generation, 
and with all his ſeed in him, promiſing hap- 
pineſs on condition of perfe& and perpetual 
obedicnce ; which was enforced by a ſanction, 
even a threatning with death, unleſs he for- 
bore to cover, or eat of the fruit of one 
tree, the tree of knowledge of good and evil: 
It Adam kept from eating of the fruit of this 
tree, he and his poſterity were to be fl 
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os MAN, AND His FALL 15 


but he and they were to be obnoxious to 
death, if he broke God's poſitive inſtitution. 

3. Tho' our great progenitor, and our ge- 
neral mother enjoyed all manner of happi- 
neſs, as long as they contentedly ſtray d in the 
groves of Eden, yet they ſoon deprived them- 
ſelves of their deſireable lot; for being ſeduc d 
by the ſubtilty and temptation of Satan, they 
broke their covenant with God, by eating 
the forbidden fruit, herein vainly graſping at 
the knowledge of what God had not ſeen fit 
to reveal, and wickedly affecting independence 
on their Maker, in whom they lived, moved, 
and had their being. By this apoſtacy from 
the author of that bleſſedneſs, they diſrob d 
themſelves of their primitive integrity, and 
contracted deformity, and came under the 
hatred and diſpleaſure of che moſt High. 

4. Our firſt father, and our common head, 
having broke the covenant of works, inyoly- 
ed all his poſterity in the ſame ruin with him- 
ſelf ; by his apoſtacy, he, and we in him, fell 
from original righteouſneſs, loſt communion 
with God, and were rendered obnoxious to 
his diſpleaſure. The guilt of Adam's firſt fin 
is imputed to his poſterity, and a corrupt na- 
ture is derived to them, whereby they are a- 
verfe ro all good, and prone to all evil. Thus 
they come into the world with guilt lying up- 
on them, and dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and 
are born children of wrath, ſlaves to Satan, 

PL. heirs 
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16 Or CHRIST 


heirs of hell, debtors to divine juſtice, and li- 
able to temporal, ſpiritual and eternal death. 


CHAP. VII. 


Or CurisT THE REDEEMER. 


Ccording to the tenor of the covenant 
of grace, between the Father -and the 
Son, and according to the immurable and ir- 
revocable decree of God, God the Son, the 
ſurety for his people, and the mediator be- 
tween God the Father and chem, in the ful- 
neſs of time, aſſumed our nature, and was 
manifeſt in the fleſh, He took upon him the 
whole human nature; he took a true body, 
and not fleſh in appearance, being conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of 
the Virgin Mary; he alſo took a reaſonable 
human ſoul, and not any pretended angelick, 
archangelick, or ſuperangelick Spirit, for then 
he could not have been the repreſentative 
of the human race: this human nature he 
took into union with his divine perſon, ſo that 
he is truly God and truly man, in one perſon. 
The divine and the human natures are nei- 

ther confounded nor deſtroyed, but are per- 
ſonally united in him; which perſonal union 
puts infinite merit into all his undertakings, 
and gives virtue to all his mediatorial offices: 
for if he had not been God, he could not 
have ſatisfied, and if the had not been _ 
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THE REDEEMER. 17 


he could not have ſuffered; but being God 
and man, in one perſon, he was every way 
qualified, both to ſatisfy and to ſuffer. 

2. Chriſt being made of a woman, was 
made under the moral law, which we had 
broke, and that law he perfectly fulfilled, 
by his active and paſſive obedience. Tho he 
was in the form of God and equal to him, 
yet he appeared not in pomp and terror, but 
veil'd his awful glory, and diſrob'd himſelf, 
for a ſeaſon, of his Godlike majeſty, as to the 
manifeſtation of it, and appeared in the form 
of a ſervant, as a man, as a mean miſerable man, 
ſubject to all the ſinleſs infirmities of the hu- 
man nature: he went about doing good, en- 
forcing and vindicating the holy law of God 
in his preaching, and proving himſelf to be 

; the true Meſſiah by ſigus and great miracles, 

: which fully ſhewed his divine power. He 

ſubmitted to the ſhameful and painful death 

of the croſs, enduring grievous pain in his 

body, and direful rorments in his ſoul; for he 

bore the infinite wrath of God, which was 

as much as eternal torments. He offered him- 

felf up in his human nature, which offering 

had an infinite value put upon it, ariſing from 

dhe union of that nature with his divine per- 

EK fon; ſo that he yielded to the juſtice of God 

ae full and proper ſatisfaction for the fins of 

his people, by which he delivers from con- 

d4ceœmnation, and gives a right to all ſpiritual 
bleſlings, and to the glory of heaven. 

3. Chriſt 


WE wa 
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18 OE Enn 
3. Chriſt having ſubmitted to the ſtroke 


of death, was buried, and continued under 


the power of death for a time, but on the 
third day he roſe from the dead, as the con- 
queror of death ; he continued forty days on 
earth, during which time he frequently ap- 
peared to his apoſtles and diſciples, whom he 
more fully inſtructed in his doctrine: after 
this time was elapſed, he, in their ſight, al- 
cended into heaven, in triumphant ſtate, and 
with great glory, where he ſat down in ma- 
jeſty, at the right hand of God, taking the 
place which in juſtice belong'd to him; ſee- 
ing it became him, by whom are all things, 
to make the Captain of ſalvation perfect thro 
ſufferings. Being aſcended, he plentifully pour- 
ed forth the Spirit on his diſciples, to enable 
them to ſpread his goſpel over the world; 
which gofpel is not a new remedial law, with 
milder terms than the law of innocence, bur 
is a proclamation of the glad tidings of great 
joy, that for us men, a Saviour has been ſent 
into the world, who tho' he was born a child, 


and appear'd as a mean, miſerable, ſuffering, 


dying man ; yetis no leſs than the mighty 
God, the Father of eternity, and the Prince of 
cace. 

4. Our bleſſed Lord has capacity and fit- 
neſs to fulfil all the offices which he under- 
took : as a prieſt ſuffering on the croſs, he 
offered up a ſacrifice of infinite value, and ſo 
procured our ranſom, and now, as a prieſt, 


4 upon 


THE REDEEMER, 19 


upon his throne, he, by vertue of his endleſs 
life, authoritatively intercedes for the actual 
application of thoſe benefits he has purehaſ- 
ed for us, and that in the noble ſtrain he uſed 
on earth, when he ſaid, Father, it is my plea- 
ſure, that thoſe whom thou haſt given me, 
be with me, to behold my glory. As a pro- 
phet, he, on earth, preach'd righteouſnels, 
and now gives to his people, by enlightening 
their minds, a ſaving knowledge of all things 
which relate ro their peace. As a king, he 
ſubdues us to himſelf, and routs all his and 
our enemies; he governs the church and the 
world; and the time will come, when there 
will be a more glorious manifeſtation of his 

kingdom, than yet has been. i 
F. Tho' Chriſt's death had value ſufficient 
in it to have compenſated for the ſins of more 
men, than ever have, or ever will be in the 
world, yet as it is of the ſame extent with the 
election of God, the ſaving benefits of it 
are extended no farther than to the elect, for 
whom he undertook, and in whoſe place he 
died. All for whom Chriſt died, are certain- 
ly faved, otherwiſe he mult be ſuppoſed to 
have died in vain, and to have loſt ſome who 
were given to him; yet all men are not ac- 
tualiy ſaved: therefore, ſince many periſh, 
Chriſt died not for all the individuals of man- 
kind, and ſince all are certainly ſaved for whom 
he died, he did not die to put all into a ſalva- 
ble ſtate, that if they will they may work 
1 out 
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20 Or JUSTIFICATION 


out their ſalvation, by improving on the com- 
mon helps afforded them, and if they will nor, 
they muſt periſh, notwithſtanding he died 
to put them in a ſalvable condition. 

6. Our recovery from wrath and condem- 
nation is only by a fixation in Chriſt the ſe- 
cond Adam, and being brought under him 
as our head: we muſt be as really united to 
him, and be under him in a ſpiritual way, as 
ever we were united to the firſt Adam, in'a 
natural manner : this our ingrafting into him, 
and our union with him, of which the. Holy 
Spirit is the bond, infallibly ſecures all the 
ſteps we take, in paſſing to a ſtate of glorifi- 
cation. 


CHAP. IX. 


Or JusTIFIcaTION BY FAITE, 
AND ADOPTION. 


15 LL that are ſaved, are juſtified in 

the ſight of God their judge, and 
that by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed 
to them. God as a judge pardons their fins, 
and accepts their perſons as righteous, not on 
account of any thing in them, or becauſe of 
any thing done by them, bur for Chriſt's ſake 
alone. He does not juſtify them by imputing 
faith it felf, the act of believing, or ſincere o- 
bedience, as their righteouſneſs, but by im- 


puting 


py FAITH AND ADOPTION. 21 


puting Chriſt's active and paſſive obedience, _ 
as their only juſtifying righteouſneſs. 

2. Faith is created inall who are juſtified 
freely by the grace of God, thro' the redemp- 
tion purchaſed by Chriſt; by faith they aſſent 
to the doctrine of Chriſt revealed in the ſcrip- 

tures, and by this they receive him in all his 
offices: but as faith juſtifies, it looks to Chriſt 
as a prieſt, appointed by God, to atone for 
the ſins of men, and as one every way able to 
complete the work of redemption ; it views 
him in the direful agonies of his death, as 
pierced for ſin. This it does as it juſtifies, but 
afterwards, for its ſupport, it looks to him 
in the triumphs of his reſurrection, and in the 
glories of his aſcenſion. By faith ſinners run 
to Chriſt as the only hope ſet before them; 
by this they receive him as their only Saviour; 
and by this they reſt and rely upon him for 
the pardon of their ſins, for the acceptance 
of their perſons, for ſtrength to perform du- 
ties, to hold on their way, and to encounter 
enemies, for a free admiſſion into the preſence 
of God, and for eternal life. Faith is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary in juſtification, and the one 
cannot be without the other; yet this faith 
is not of our ſelves, but is the Holy Spirit's 
work ; and tho' without it we cannot re- 
ceive the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, yet it is not 
the condition for the ſake of which ſinners 


are juſtified. 


2, God 
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22 Or TusTIFICATION, &c. 


3. God from eternity decreed to juſtify the 
ele&, and Chriſt, in the fulneſs of time, died 
for their ſins, and roſe again for their juſtifi- 
cation; but they are nor juſtified actually and 
perſonally, till the Holy Spirit, in his own 
time, applies the righteouſneſs of Chriſt to 
them, working in them at the ſame time, 


faith to reſt on it. To ſay that believers are 
actually juſtified from eternity, and that the 


juſtification of a ſinner is an immanent act in 
God, is as irrational and abſurd, as to ſay, that 
they were made, exiſted, ſinned, underwent 
temporal death, and were actually glorified 
from eternity, and that the creation of every 


individual, the permiſſion of his fall, his re- 


ſtoration, his diſſolution, and his glorification, 


are immanent acts of God. 
4. God for Chriſt's ſake makes all who are 


juſtified partakers of the grace of adoption, 


by which they are inrolled in the number, and 
have a right to all the privileges of the chil- 
ren of God: as ſuch they are enlightened, 
pitied, protected, and provided for by him. 
And tho' as a Father, to ſhew his hatred of 
ſin, even in thoſe whoſe perſons he loves, he 
may chaſten chem, and grievouſly afflict them, 
for their tranſgreſfions, yet his loving kindneſs 
he never takes away from them, nor ſuffers 
his faithfulneſs to fail, but he acts towards 
them as one who knows their brittle frame, 
and remembets that they are but duſt. He 
never entirely caſts them off, but 3 8 0 

and 


Or Exricacious GRACE, &c. 23 


and keeps them to the day of redemption, 
and while here, he. enables them to inherit 
the promiſes, as heirs of eternal life. 


CHAP. 
Or Erricacious GRACE AND 
FRE E- WILLI. 1 
1. OD has endued the will of man 


with a power of acting by choice, 

ſo chat it is not forc'd nor determin'd by fa- 
ral neceſſity, to do good or evil: In the pri- 
mæval ſtate of happineſs and innocence, man 
had power to will and do what was good, 
but was yet liable to change: In the fallen 
ſtate, he has loſt all ability of will to do 

what is ſpiritually good, he is dead in fin, and 

unable, by his own ſtrength, to convert himſelf, 

or to prepare himſelf for converſion ; ſo that 
when he is converted by God, and tranſſated 

into a ſtate of grace, he is freed from his na- 


tive bondage, and by grace is enabled to will 


and to do what is good; yet with imperfec- 
tion, becauſe of the remains of the body of ſin 
and death. In the ſtate of glory, and there 
only, the will of man is made perfectly and 
unalterably free, to do the will of his Maker. 


CHAP. 


 — 


—_— — — — 
my _ - 
. om Ae — 152 IECENIIC 
— e ——— So — 22 
* * 
7 


24 Or EFFECTUAL CALLING 
CHAP, XI. 


OF ErrEcTUaAlL CALLING AND 
SANCTIFICATION 


I. LL who are chofe of God, and re- 
deemed by Chriſt, are, in the ac- 


cepted time, the day of falvation, by the 


power of the Spirit, and moſtly by the inſtru- 
mentality of the word, effectually called out 
of a ſtate of darkneſs, fin, and death, to a ſtate 

of light, grace and ſalvation ; their minds are 
enlightned ſavingly to underſtand the things 


of God, their wills are renewed, and deter- 


mined to what is good, and their affections 
are carried out towards God. The Spirit ir- 
reſiſtibly works upon them, to draw them to 
Chriſt, yet they come moſt freely, being made 
willing in the day of divine power. In this 
call they come under a new birth, or a new 
creation, which is from free grace alone, and 
is not from any thing foreſeen in man, who 
is altogether paſſive, till he is regenerated by 
the holy Spirit, and then he is enabled toan- 
{wer the call, and to partake of the grace 
conveyed in it. 

2. They who are effectually called and re- 
generated, having a new heart created in them, 
act in the duties God requires of them, from 
a principle of love to him, with a regard to 


his law as their only rule, and with a deſign 
co 


Or REPENTANCE, &: 25 
to advance his glory: ſuch are farther ſancti- 


fied by the Spirit, who dwells in them really 
and perſonally; the dominion of ſin is gradu- 


ally ſubdued in them, and the grace of ſancti- 
fication is more and more ſtrengthened. By 
reaſon of indwelling fin, ſanctification is im- 
perfect, as to the degrees of it in this life; ſo 
that in every renewed ſoul, there is a con- 
ſtant and irreconcileable conteſt between the 
fleſh and the ſpirit; in which war, tho cor- 


ruption may for a time too much prevail, yet 


by a ſupply of ſtrength from the holy Spirit, 
the Sanctifier of the elect people of God, the 
renewed part overcomes, and the ſaints are 
enabled to perfect holineſs in the fear of God. 


HAP. MIL 


Or REeENTANCE AND GOOD 
WoRKS. | | 


i. Tr is the incumbent duty of all who 

| believe in Chriſt, to repent of their 
ſins; which grace of repentance is wrought in 
the hearts ot ſinners by the holy Spirit. When 
he works in the hearts of penitents, they are 
convinc'd of the exceeding great evil and ma- 


lignity that is in ſin, as it is committed againſt 


a God of infinite goodnels, as it was the cauſe 
of all the agonies, ſufferings, and bloody death 
of a kind Redeemer, and as it brings ſpiritual 
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265 Or ReyxnTANCE; &. 
death upon the immortal foul, and expoſes it 
to hell and condemnation z when they view fin 
ih this light, they hate and abhor it, and loarh 
and Sonden themſelves, and are filled with 
godly forrow for it; they are ready to con- 
fels their lins to God, and even to men, when 
confeſſion is neceſſary, for the repairing any in- 
jury they have done to their fellow creatures, 
and for vindicating the honout of religion; 
and they reſolve, by the help of the Spirit, 
to turn from all ſin to God, to practiſe hu- 
miliry, contrition, and ſelf-denial,” to mortifi 
the laſts of the fleſh, and to crucify the deſires 
of the mind. As the beſt of men ſin daily, 
repentance is to be renewed continually, and 
pardon of {in to be conſtantly prayed for : 
and tho repentance is not a condition of life, 
yer it is neceſlary in all that deſire to be like 
God. 

2. Our bleſſed Lord, being made under 
the moral law, fulfilled it as a broken cove- 
nant of works, and ſo abrogated the curſe of 
it to all who truſt in him; bur it never was 
his deſign to aboliſh it, as it is a rule of life, 
bur rather to eſtabliſh it; therefore all belie- 
vers are under the law, as a rule, and ſo muſt 
abound in good works ; which, tho! they have 
no cauſal influence on falvation, ate to be pet- 
form'd by all who are ſaved, holine of heatt 
and life being a part of falvation, tho' it is not 
the condition of ir. All who profeſs Chriſt, 


muſt at from a . of love to God, they 


muſt 


Or THE PRIVILEGES, &c. 17 


muſt take his law for their rule, and make 
his glory their end : they muſt abound. in 


good works, or be conftanr, uniyerſal and 


progreſſive in holineſs, becauſe it is the great- 
eſt ornament of rational nature; it is a good 
evidence of election, and a proof of juſtiſica - 
tion; it renders the virtue of Chriſt's death 
and reſurrection viſible; it leave infidels with- 
out excuſe, convinces atheiſts, and ſtops the 
mouths of gainſayers; it fits believers for the 
cloſeſt communion with God, and the high- 
eſt enjoyment of him; and it ſweetens their 


pilgrimage thro” the dark and dreary vale of 


this world, We muſt be as careful to main- 
rain good works, as if we expected to be juſ- 
tified by them, becauſe they bring glory to 
God; and the glorifying God is the higheſt 
and nobleſt end we poſſibly can haye in 
view. | 


CH AP. XIII. 


Or The PRWILEOGES oF BE- 
LIEVERS. 


'E LL who are juſtified and ſanctifſiad, 
N are bleſſed with many deſireable 
privileges, which are not beſtowed in the 
ſame meaſure on all, becauſe the holy Spirit 
acts in theſe matters as a ſovereign free agent, 

diſpenſing his gifts to every man as he will. 
2 Some 


: 
{ 
1 
; x 
? 
; 
1 
9 
i 
| 
5 
4 


- 
— Aer Ae 75 


1 Wo "© 


eee PEN I 


23 Or Tux PrrviltGts, &c. 


Some of the privileges of believers are theſe; 
peace of conſcience, which 1s founded on chat 
peace of reconciliation made with God, by 
Chriſt, on their behalf; joy in believing, 
whereby they are enabled to engage cheer- 
fully in obedience; hope of eternal glory, 
which is founded on the reſurrection and aſ- 
cenſion of Chriſt; and growth and encreaſe of 
grace, whereby chey are enabled to go from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, forgetting what is be- 
hind, and reaching after what is before, even 
that crown of life and immortality, which 
will be beſtowed on all who grow in grace, 

and in the knowledge of God their Saviour. 
2. Such as believe in Chriſt, are brought 
under the ſealing influence of the Spirit, as a 
Spirit of adoption, whereby they are brought 
to aſſurance of life and ſalvation; or they have 
a lively ſenſe of God's love, join d with a firm 
perſuaſion of his good will towards them, 
whereby they are enabled to look back on 
what they are, and to ſee that God is their 
Father, that they are his adopted children, 
thro' Chriſt, and that he will fave them with 
an everlaſting ſalvation. This aſſurance ean 
never be withour faith, bur it is not eſſential 
to ſaying faith, many believers being without 
it, and ſome who have had it, loſing it; but 
it is a benefit beſtow'd at the pleaſure of the 
holy Spirit ; and when it is afforded, it always 
raiſes a believer's value for Chriſt, ic makes 
him morc holy, and it cauſes him to _ 
| cloſe 


Or THE CHURCH, &c. 29 


cloſe to the ſcriptures, becauſe a true goſpel- 
aſſurance ever comes back d with ſomething 
promiſed in ſcripture. The Spirit often gives 
it to believers at their firſt converſion, and in 
their meeting with God in ordinances ; ſome- 
times before ſevere trials, under ſharp afflicti- 
ons, and after bitter exerciſes, in a time of 
perſecution, and when he calls them to per- 
form ſome difficult ſervice ; and moſtly, tho' 
not always, at the hour of death. | 

3. They who are ſanctified frequently (in, 
by falling in with the temptations of the world 
the fleſh, and the devil, and ſo provoke God, 
as an offended Father, to chaſtiſe them ſe- 
yerely for their fins, and grieve the Spirit of 
grace, and have their comforts impair'd; yet 
being kept by the power of the holy Spirit, 
they will be recovered from their backſlidings, 
and ſhall never totally nor finally fall from 
grace, but ſhall perſevere to the end; and af- 
ter all their ſtruggles and trials, they ſhall at 
laſt receive the end of their faith, which is 
the ſalvation of their ſouls. 


CHAF., ͤ 


Or THE CHURCH, AND INSTH- 
TUTED WoRSHIP. 
1. 3 had always a church in the 


world: under the old teſtament it 
was national, but under the new teſtament, 


he 
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he requires ſuch as aſſent to his doctrine, to 
walk together in particular churches, for their 
mutual edification, and the regular perfor- 


mance of publick worſhip. Such churches 
have power to choole their own officers, to 
receive into their ſociety. ſuch as, in a judg- 
ment of charity, appear to have had a ſaving 


change wrought upon them, and to caſt out 
from among them, all who make ſhipwreck 
of faith and a good conſcience, by running 
into fundamental errors, or by falling into 
looſe practices. 1 8 
2. God is to be worſhipped in a publick 


and ſocial way, in religious aflemblies, and the 
publick worſhip required under the goſpel, 
conſiſts in reading the ſcriptures, in hearing 


the word preach'd, in ſinging God's praiſes, 
and offering prayers to him, and in receiving 
the ſeals of the covenant. This is the worſhip 
which muſt be performed to God publickly, 
and particularly, it muſt not he omitted on the 
Lord's day, the firſt day of the week, which 
we, by the authority of Chriſt, are, under the 


new teſtament, required to keep, in comme- 


moration of our bleſſed Redeemer's riſing from 
the grave, to evidence his conqueſt over 


death and hell. 15 


3. Such as are called to preach the word, 
are to declare the whole counſel of God; they 
are to join the law and the goſpel together, that 
they may awaken, rouſe and ſtrike with dread 
ſuch as are, lleeping in fin, by the terrors be 
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the law, and may revive drooping diſconſo- 
late penitents, by the promiſes of the goſpel: 
they muſt preſs and exhort ſinners to come 
to Chriſt, but maſt not put them upon pte- 
ſuming, that they ean come to him by their 
own power; they muſt not be always .dwek 
ling upon the law, leſt they drive ſuch as have 
aà ſenſe of their miſery to deſpair; and they are 
not called only to lay open the riches of free 
grace, leſt carnally ſecure ſinners turn it into 
wantonnels ; but their work is, to teach ſinm- 
ners, that they are loſt, unleſs Chriſt redeems 
them, and that they cannot do what is {pt 
ritually good, without the Spirit's help, and 
| at the lame time to preſs them earneſtly to 
cg⸗heir duty, dealing with them as rational cree- 
tures. — 4 22 | Ot HIRE SO One 
4. The ſeals of the covenant! under the 
new teſtatnent, are two, Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper: the firſt of theſe, which 1 
performed by waſhing with water, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and the 
holy Spirit, is to the party baptized, a ſeal 
of his ingrafting into Chriſt, and of the re- 
miſſion of his Bs and likewiſe, and that par- 
ſtieularly in the caſe of an infant, of his be- 
ing given up to God, and conſecrated to his 
ſervice, to walk before him in.newnels of life. 
This privilege of baptiſm belongs to the chil- 
dren of belieying parents, otherwiſe we un- 
der the new teſtament, mult, as to outward. 
: privileges, be inferior to belieyets under the 
old. | | 5. Our 
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. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that night in 
which he was betrayed, inſtituted the other 
ſeal, called the Supper of the Lord, wherein 
| by giving and receiving bread and wine, his 
dqdieath is remembred, and his ſacrifice ſhewed 
; Forth, for the ſcaling the benefit of his death 
to true believers, for their ſpiritual nouriſhment 
and growth in "ou for their farther engag- 
ment to all the duties they owe to him, and for 
a pledge of their communion with him, and 
with each other. In this ordinance Chriſt 
is not offered up to his Father, nor is any real 
facrifice made, but there is a memorial of his 
once offering up himſelf, and a ſpiritual obla- 
tion of praiſe to God for the ſame ; neither are 
the elements uſed turn'd into the body and 
blood of Chriſt, but they remain bread and 
wine, tho they are ſymbols of his body broke, 
and his blood ſhed for the ſins of men. Such as 
by faith receive theſe ſymbols of Chriſt's death, 
ſpiritually feed on Chriſt crucified; and as 
this is the deſign of this ordinance, all unre- 
generate men are to be kept from it. 


80% CH AP. N 


Or THE RESURRECTION, AND 4 
THE LAST JUDGMENT. 

1. A. Fter death the bodies of men return 
1 to duſt, and ſee corruption, but their 
immortal ſouls do not ſleep wich their bodies 
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in the grave; they immediately return to God 
as a judge: the fouls of the wicked are caft 


into hell, where they remain in torment, tik 
the judgment of the great day: the fouls of bs, 


the righteous immediately are conducted by 
the angels into glory, to behold the face of 
God in righteouſneſs, waiting for the fall re- 
demption of their bodies. At the laſt day, 
ſuch as are alive ſhall not die, but be chang d, 
and all the dead ſhall be raiſed, with the ſelf 
ſame numerical bodies which had been diſ- 
ſolyed into duſt, and no other; the bodies 
of the wicked ſhall be raiſed in diſhonour, and 
the bodies of the juſt ſhall be raiſed in glory. 
and honour, and be made conformable co 
Chriſt's glorious body. | 

2. At the end of time, Chriſt ſhall appear 
in power and great glory, with all his holy 
angels accompanying him, and the archangel 
lounding the trumpet before him, to judge the 
quick and the dead: at this time all who have 
lived muſt appear before his awful tribunal, 
either to give an account of their thoughts, 
words and deeds, or to plead pardon thro' his 
blood. In this dreadful day, the angels which 
ſinned ſhall be conſignd over to fulneſs of 
torment, and wicked men will be driven from 
Chriſt's preſence, into a ſtate of everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment, where the worm of con- 
{cience will never die, and where the fire will 
never be quench'd : but before this awful pro- 
cedure, the righteons who have waſhed their 
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robes, and made them white in the blood f 
the Lamb, will be openly acknowledged and 
acquitted, and ſhall go from the bar, to the 
right hand of Chriſt, where they will aſſent 
to all his proceedings; and then their happi- 
neſs being completed, they ſhall be admitted 
3 in body and ſoul, into the deſireable regions 
1 of peace and reſt, where they ſhall ſee their Re- 


. deemer as he is; where pleaſures grown to 
dull perfedtion will refieſh their minds, and 
þ 3 . 5 Joys divinely great will regale their breaſts : 
_ —_— there unblemiſh'd and complete, and clad in 


the white attire of innocence, they will ſpend: * 
a happy eternity in ſinging the praiſes of God: 
the Father, who choſe them to ſalvation be- 
fore the foundation of the world, of God the 
Son, who redeemed them by his blood, and 
of God the holy Spirit, who conducted them 
to the land of uprightneſs. To theſe three 
divine perſons, but the one ſupreme God, 
whom we here below, as well as angels and 
A archangels, and the Spirits of juſt men made 
3 perfect above, adore, be glory, honour, and 
1 praiſe, in all the churches, now, henceforth, 
and for ever. Amen. Ro” 
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